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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


Reader, TIT 
T is not needful to detdinthee with ma- 
ny words about the Matter,or Author 
, of .cthis-Treatiſe :, The Matter I am 
-— ſure will commend ir ſelf to thee, if 
thon wile be pleaſed ſcriouſlyapd impartial- 
y ro read, and configer it. And as for the 
uthor, T mioſtnotwithour thipleafing him, 
ſay any thing'of him, but'enly give thee 
the true reaſon of the Publication of this 
Diſcourſe 5 which I dare affirm on my cre- 
dir, is not from'any itching deſire to appear 
in Print; and I believe, none that know 
him, but will bear witneſs with me in this 
behalf, The ſubſtance of it was at my 
earneſt entreaty firſt preached , and after- 
wards for mine, and the fatisfation of 
ſome other friends, tranſcribed ; and be- 
cauſe I would not give him the trouble of 
tranſcribing ſo many Copies as were deſired, 
and he nor judging it ſafe to give liberty to 
other Copies that were not writ by him- 
ſelf; and I, together with others, judging 
jt of ſingular uſe for the begetting of righe 


appre- 


apprehenſions of Baptiſm in theſe days of 
ſo much conteſt ; I made it my furtherire- 
queſt ic might be printed , * and his 
leave bave fow ſent &t abroad 3' which 1 
could not in civility do without this ac- 
knowledgement of the high honour he hath 
done me herein, which I doubt not but will 
proye as real a ſervice to thee , and the 
Truth; Whatever adyanitage thou ſhalt 
reap from' ir, aſcribe the praiſero God, and 
look upon. thy (elf as canceragd to pray for 


- . 


the Fagcavidug - wer [al have a ſhare 

in thy prayers, who hath been an occaſion 

of ſo Ae prod woo th and is .. 
Thy Servant iy the Lord, : 


| 4 


x 
tho 
a p. 
SF | FF ® 
. # 
p 
+ F , 


Lb 
- ORR 


| $88888033390 2888454.8 
| The Preface. 


a LL things coming from one Foun- Sect. 1, 
tain and Father of Being, there 


muſt needs be ſome marks and 
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Tabernacle a little World , « ſmallimage 
of the whole Univerſe, (the moſt holy re- 
ſembling the higheſt Heavens , the holy 
place, the pp Regions where the Lights 
4 the world are placed, and where God 
ath ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun ;, and the 
out ward Court, the lower parts and skirts, 
as we call them of this world, ) whereby 
God would ſhew that he could not dwell in 
houſes made with hands, but that the whole 
world was hu Temple , the ſouls of men his 
Altars, Love his holy fre: and all men his 
ſacrifices. And ſo the Apoſtle calls it 
e101 xoonay, 4 worldly ſanituary , perhaps 
in this ſenſe that 1 have mentioned. 
Now the ſame Apoſtle afterwards tells ms, 
ver. 23,24. That thu Tabernacle and Ap- 
prurtenances were .Wandeiypars and avin/m, 
Patterns and Figures, or Copies of things 
in 'the Heavens ; and ſo doth the whole 
Scripture draw repreſentations and images 
of the other world, and things to come, 
from the Sun, the Stars, the Light, the 
Feaſts, and ſuch like things that are in this, 
wherein we inhabit. 


Se, 2, JNAan u made by God ovyaris I Woe x50 war, 


( as one ſpeaks ) of kin to two worlds , 
the knot as it were, that ties them both 
together, or the button that faſtens them 
one to the other. He lives in the confines 
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of each , and with his mind is capable 
ro look into the world of ſouls and ſpirits, 
and with his body be converſes with theſe 
material images. God therefore hath 
thought fit to teach his mind the things of 
the one, by the Miniſtry of his bodily ſen- 
ſes, which have acquaintance only with 
the other. And beſides the whole book 
of” the Creatures ( every letter of which 
ts full of God) he hath alwaies given man 
ſome ſpecial leſſons and documents by out- 
ward Charatters, which he hath more in- 
duſt riouſly cut and engraven io impreſs 
his mind with ſpiritual notions,, For 
though man be » wheip, as 7 ſaid , in the 
confines of both worlds, yet be « bred 
wp among ſenſible Creatures, and con- 
trafts acquaintance here, before his ſoul 
i grown ſo high as to take any notice of 
things above , and therefore he being 
moſt affeited with the bodies companr 
ons, it is the ſingular care and providence 
of God to teach him by ſmh things as are 
moſt familiar to him, which he hath done in 
all ages of the world, It was 4 cuſtom 
among the Ancients, ( as they report ) be- 
fore the knowledge of Letters and writings, 
to ſing their Laws, leſt they ſhould forget 
them , which was in uſe among ſome peo» 
ple near to Scythia, inthe dayes of _ 
| LCs 
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tle. And this is one reaſon why the Pſalins 

are in verſe, becauſe they would be the bet- 

ter remembred, and more ſafely repoſited, 

being a Magazine of | yaquer Learning. 

They knew very well, that what affeits the 

ſenſes, and runs ſmoothly, u moſt regarded 3 

and we our ſelves ſtill experience , that 

Rithms which make 4 pretty noiſe, or gingle, 

are ſooner fixt in peoples minds, than words 

in proſe, Seeing then that outward things 

, Þ do ſo notably teach us, and the more any 
thing ſolicites any of our ſenſes, the more 
acceptable it is unto us : God hath bee 

pleaſed ſo to deal with man, that he ſhall not 

| want ſuch leſſons. 

$cR. 3. This manner of Diſcipline may be deduced 
os from the firſt Adam to the Second, For 
God placed the firſt man in a Paradiſe, 4 


all manner of fruits, &&c, which was but 
a Type of the celeſtial paradiſe above, that 
is watered with ſtreams of _ from the 
face of God, and rivers of pleaſures from 
his Love, in the midſt of which the Son of 
God i the tree of life.. An image I ſay God 


Hell, becauſe maj was made to be happy, 
| $0 God likewiſe gave him a Commandment 
( the matter of which was outward and ſen- 
ſible ) of abſtaining from one tree in the Gar- 
den ; 


fair and beautiful Garden, abounding with - 


gave him of Heaven, but none as yet of 
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The Preface; 
dew ;, which was but a document of the ſubs. 
jettion he did owe to bis Creator , and of the 
tenure whereky be held all bis enjoyments. 
After bis diſobedience, men were ſome way 
or other direited by him to make of urads co 
God. of their beafts and fruits, as acknow- 
ledgements of their dependance and homage, 
and adumbrations of the -Sacrifice of that 
ſeed that was newly promiſed. In proceſs 
of time , when obedzence grew cold, and 
their thoughts ( it's like ) of another life 
but dull, God took Enoch to himſelf when 
he was but 365 years od, to teach them by 
themſelves, as well as other things, that 
there was another life, and a reward that 
remained for thoſe that walked with God, 
which was better than the longeſt term of 
years in theſe earthly poſſeſſions. But 
wickedneſs ftill encreaſing, God deſtroyed 
the world by & deluge of water ; which was , 
but « ſhadow of the dreadfal ſhowers of 
wrath, the freams of fire and brimſtone 
that ſbowld fall upon the heads of the wicked 
in the other life, whereby God would terri- 
fie the new planters of the world, and give 
them an image of Hell, as he had done before 
of Heaven,But this was not 4 lafling viſible 


' - monument of Gods anger, and therefore in 


after-time and Gomorrha,andCities 


abouc them, were ſer forth for an example, **?* 
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ſuffering the vengeance of an'erernal firt- 
which plates lay jaſt in the view, and he 
der the eye of that peaple 'whom God made 4 
peculiar to himſelf, and ſerved as contindal* ſer 
marks of his diſpleaſure, und inſtances 'of® | || 
his wrath, to make them for ever to beware | 
That pecaliar people God ſeparated to him- : 
ſelf by the ſign of Circumciſion, the ſeal of | 5g 
the” Covenant that he made with them. | 


Tl 


This mark was moſt properly made in that | - 
part of their fleſh, betauſe the great promiſe \ _, 
ro Abraham was, That he would multiply p") 
Gen. 17. his feed as the ſtars of Heaven, and that in h, 
his ſeed all the Nations of the world ſbould be | 7; 


bleſſed ; and it aptly repreſents ( beſides other G 
things) that they were to be an holy ſeed | f 
b 


wnto the Lord, After this God did by two | for 
perſons, Jacob and Eſau, ſhadow forth unto & * 
& them, that his favours are at his own diſþo- ' oi 
ſal, and that they are not confer d by natare, | a 


but by grace: | ſee 
In the line of Jacob, beſides that there * 


were many - and ſecret ſignifications = 
of his will, which God made by ſundry per- Ne 
ſons and attions ; there were alſo many out- 2 
ward manifeſt images given of heavenly xs. 
things. In the Law that Moles delivered to 
thers, their ſeveral waſhings, their meats, Re 


their ſacrifices ( to name nothing elſe ) were T- 
all ſizns of all ſorts of purity and obedience, too | 
FÞ many 
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many now to be particularly related, Their 
offerings, and ſome of their ſacrifices repre- 
ſented the obedience & ſervices of particular 
Chriſtians, who are made Prieſts unto God, 
but the chiefeſt of them repreſented the offer- 
ing and ſacrifice of the high Prieſt of our 
profeſſion , which was Chriſt himſelf. 
And ( that I may not be tedious ) when 
God would ſhew the greateſt favour to the 
world, and open poof, of heaven, and things 
above, he comes and dwells amonyſt ns in, 
the perſon of his Son, and in an outward 
ſhape manifeſts bimſelf to our eyes andears : 
For in the very humanity of Chriſt ſo much 
of Divinity appeared, and the Majeſty , 
wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God ſo rayed 
forth, that he ſaith to Philip, he that hath 7,1, 
ſeen me hath ſeen the Father allo. Yea, 
when God would give a Teſtimony of Feſwus 
to be his Son, he doth it by the viſible de- 


14-9, 


| ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſaw com- 


ing down upon him like a Dove ;as if he 
would tell us, that his: own Son ſhall like- 
wiſe be taught by theſe outward ſigns and 
reſemblances, he being in all things to be 
conformed unto men. 
Though our Lord therefore hath taught a Sec. ' 

Religion more ful of ſpiritual notions than had 
beem manifeſted before, and hath given more 
elear mitice of things above unto mens minds 


H h than 


Sect. 5. 


The Preface. 


than had formerly come unto them; yet he 
would not quite alter the old manner of Diſct- 
pline by outward things, but retains ſome of 
them in bis Oeconomy, knowing how weak the 
minds of men are, and how much more eaſily 
they apprehend by ſenſe, than by themſelves, 
Only zt is to be obſerved, that he hath made 
even theſe outward things to ſpeak more 
plainly, and tell their meaning more di- 
ftinitly, and hath writ their inſtrattions in 
a greater, and more legible letter than ever 
before, 

Baptiſm is one of thoſe Reliques, a Sym- 
bol of great and clear ſignificancy, the $4+ 
crament of Regeneration , or the ſectnd 
birth ; which it doth mft aptly expreſs, 
as the following Treatiſe will ſufficiently 
ſhew yorl, For the preſent i may ſaffice ro 
ſay, that water ( of all things that are eaſie 
to be got, and are at hand ) was the moſt fit 
thing that can be thought on to be choſen to 
make an Emblem of the ſpiritual Generation. 
For we naturally come out of a liquid, moiſt 
ſubſtance, out of a ſlimy water, or in Jobs 
phraſe, We arc poured out like milk, &then 
curdled in the womb like cheeſe, Job 10. 10, 
It is not unuſual in the Scripture to ſpeak of 
our natural procreation under the Metaphor 
ofwater as may be diſcerned by conſulting but 
theſe two places, Prov, 5,15, 16,6. Prov, 
9.17« 
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+17. And it is well known,that while we lye 
in the womb, we ſwim in a ſweet liquor, and 
hang by the Navel in the midſt of a watry 
nouriſhmeut Oliris and Ilis(if we may believe 
Plutarch)were nothing.in the Egyptian Mu- 
thology, but the River Nile, and the Earth, 
between which two,all things were begotten, 


. $0 the Scholiaſt wpox the firſt verſe of 


reputed, the beſt of things,becauſe out of it the 
other three Elements. are begotten. 3 out of 
the ſubtil part of it, the air is begotten ;, aut 
of the groſſer, being curdled ana compatted, 
the Earth; and out of the more #therial and 
ſpiritwous part, the Fire, But perhaps Ido 
not well to purſue this notion ſo far, and our 
Saviour might not have reſpect to ſuch things 
as theſe, Yet this we are ſure of, that. we 
muſt be born again of water and the Spi- 
rit ; and that our ſpiritual nouriſhment, af- 
zer Chriſt is concerved within us, is com- 
pared unto water alſo , as you may [ee , 
Joha 4. 14. And 1 cannot but likewiſe 
think, that he had ſome regard in appointing 
Baptiſm, to the cleanſing and cooling quali- 
ty that is in water , and that it excellently 
repreſents unto us, the Spirit of God to be 
poured forth to the purifying and waſbing us 
from the filth of ſin, and the blood of 
Chriſt to the extinguiſhing our guilt, and 

Hh 2 quenching 
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Pindar, thinks, that therefore water is to be *® 
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quenching the heat of Gods anger that might 
juſtly burn tn our ſouls , when we did remem- 
ber that we were ſinners, 


Set. 6. But there have ſo many ſeveral winds 


of Dottrine blown upon theſe waters of Bap- 
rtiſm, and ſtrove together , that they are 
become troubled and darkned , ſo that one 
can ſcarcely ſee with any clearneſs to the 
bottom of them, 

The great Controverſies that have aroſe 
about the perſons that ſhould be baptized, 
have ſo toſſed and agitated mens thoughts, 
that 1 doubt few have any calm and ſetled ap- 
prehenſtons of the nature and end of Baptiſm 
it ſelf. Moſt Books that treat of this ſubjett, 
are ſo concerned in the quarrel of Infants, that 
the uſe which men ought ſeriouſly to make 
of it, is much forgotten. If men thought 
more of its true ends, they would lay aſide 
their Diſputes, or not manage them ſo rough- 
ly, and they would ſoon ſee, that we are all 
baptized into the ſame Spirit, and made of 
the ſame body, and entred by it into the 
ſame ſociety and community of holy and 
peaceable Ones. What more cool than water ? 
what ſooner puts out all our fires* If the 
waters of Baptiſm ( next to the blood of 
+ Chriſt) were ſprinkled upon our intempe- 
rate heats, they would aſſwage our boyling 
Paſſions , and we ſhould contain onr ſelves 
within 
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within the due bounds of a loving and ger 
tle zeal. 

But as I ſaid, it is but little thought of, 
for what Chriſt did inſtitute this holy Rite, 
Some look upon it but as a cold Ceremony, 
and many ſpeak of it as a thing that muſt 
be done , becauſe Chriſt hath commanata, 
but cannot tell to what purpoſe; and 
others glory in it as a priviledge, but little 
underſtand any thing of duty that ut re- 


wires of thers, 


Pliny tells of a water in Cilicia, which i© L31.t. 24 


called ( he ſaith ) Nis, or Mind, becauſe it 
will make their ſenſes that drink it, ſubtil 
and apprehenſive. Suidas on the contrary 
ſaith, that it is called "Aves, or want Wit, 
becauſe it makes people fooliſh, and takes a- 
way their underſtanding, Such a different 
eſteem do men ſeem to have of theſe waters 
of Baptiſm , while ſome who ſcem wiſe, de- 
ſpiſe them as of n0 efficacy, and uſe them on- 
ly in compliance with ſimple people, and 0- 
thers make them ſuch heavenly matters,that 
they doubt not at all, but being baptized, 
they are wiſe enough unto ſalvation. But both 
of them are agreed in this, to underſtand no 
Engagement that is laid upon ns by them , 
and to expett that what they can do, ſhould 
be wrought alone by them, without any help 
or aſſiſtance from our ſelves, And we find the 
H 
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greateſt. multitude of that ſort, who gloryin 


Baptiſm, as the Jews did boaſt of Circumci- 

fron ,, who ſay in effgtt, what Julian (ts like 

falfly) makes Conſtantius ſay, That our 

In his Religion requires nothing of the greateſt 

—_ ſinpers ,, but oniy this, waſh , and thou art 

yisy Clean from all thy foul. crimes; and if thou 

_ £298% commit them again, do but knock thy breaſt, 

__ andbeat thy head, andall is well. Buz Ju- 

ſtin Martyr might have anſwered him, and 

gives us all another leſſon in his Dialogue 

. ., mwiththe Jew, where he ſaith, What good 

—__ doth that Baptiſm that ſcours the skin only, 

F &a7- and makes the body white? Baptize your 

liakz1&, ſelves from anger, and from coveroulneſs, 

xs x ws. from envy and hatred, and then behold your 
yi o3- body is clean, 

evres, . 18.18 4 ſign and, ſeal of Gods great bleſ. 

&, ſings, andſo it isof our promiſe to him of O+ 

bedience. Upon condition then that we own 

this Covenant when we underſtand it, and 

keep our ſelves ſtriitly and religiouſly to the 

terms of it: We may ſay of theſe waters, as 

Euripides of the ſea ( upon the occaſion of Pla: 

to's recovery by the ſalt waters in Agyprt. ) 


OdAauar, XAUCH marry T av3gu rwy Yate. 
They waſh.away, and heal all the evil dif- 
eaſes of men. But otherwiſe they will be 


bike ſome waters in Thrace, in which who- 
| > [aver 
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ſoever waſhed ( if we may believe Vitruvi- Vitruv.1.8 


us ) he certainly ayed. 


1 have therefore adventured to expoſe to Sect, 7, 


the world a few of my.green and unconcotted 
thoughts concerning this Argument, and ta 
repreſent whaf 1 conceive to be the true 
meaning of Baptiſm, which is nothing diffe* 
rent from the ſenſe of the Church of God, 
There are a multitude of Books I know in the 
world, and men complain of it ; they that 
ao, may let this alone ; and of others I may 
eaſily obtain a paraon for putting my ſelf in- 
to the crowd,ſince ] take but up a little rom, 
and make but awvery ſhort flop in their paſ- 
ſage to better Authors, Others ( it may be. 
ſatd ) mizht bave been better allowed to have 
handled this matter. I think ſotoos and 
believe there are great numbers that un- 
derſtand better , and multitudes that nn: 
derſtand as much , and;ſome that can en- 
large theſe things that are here ſaid, in- 
to more per ſpicupus and profitable aiſcourſes, 
and I dare not ſo much as flatter my ſelf, 
that 1 am able to lead the way to any: 
of them ; if I may provoke them to ao bet+ 
ter , 1 think my lab:ur well beſtowed, } 
am ſenſible that the Images of Truth make 
but a weak and wateriſh impreſſion upon 
my mind , but they may draw more lzve-, 
ly pifFures of themſelves upon others ſouls, 

Hh 4 —_ 
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and let them give ns a Copy of their conce: 
F10PS. 


Set. 8, Since the preaching of this Sermon , 


it cams ſo ſtrongly into my mind (by tak- 
ing notice of ſome diſcoarſes abroad ) toinſert 
ſomething of Confirmation, that 1 could not 
well put away thoſe thoughts, and ſo Thave 
let them take their place in the body of 
the Sermon, by way of perſwaſion to a more 
hearty, and open owning of the Baptiſmal 
Covenant. 

Thereby men will aſcend from Water 
unto Wine ; from aweak eſtate, to a more 
ſtrong and manly conſeitution : and God 
will not only ſprinkle clean water upon 
their faces, but even lay his hands upon 
their heads 5, thereby taking more firm hold 
of them,and apprehending them for his own , 
and conferring his bleſsings more abundantly 
on them now that they put themſelves into his 
hands, to bedirefted and ruled in all things by 
him, as thoſe that are wholly in his power, 

1 dare not keep you any longer in the entry, 
for fear you grow weary, and loth to flep over 
the Threſhold of the next leaf , and look 
into the main Building, And there I 
ſhall not ſtay your eyes long ;, for my furniture 
being little, it was not wiſdom. to make the 
houſe too wide aud ſpacious, 

Nov. 6. 1658. 
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And was baptized, be and all his, 
ſtraight-way. 


HRIST having given a Com- 
mand to his Apoſtles 7o go and 
teach ( or Diſciple) all Nations, ,,, 


baptizing them inthe Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; We find in 
this ſtory of their Acts, ( wherein ſome of 
their Travels are related ) that as ſoon as 
they had perſwaded any perſons to be Chri- 
ſtians, immediarely they received them into 
their fellowſhip, by this Ceremony of waſh- 
ing them with Water, A Truth, which 
among all the Diſputes about Baptiſm, one 
would think ſhould never have CE quar- 
relled ; yet there have been thoſe buſic 
phanſies in the world that have called this 
into Queſtion , and would perſwade us 
| : that 


REG 
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Axe. d:« that our Saviour in thoſe words intended 
48 not any ſach waſhing with water, and no 
other Baptiſm is to be owned, but that of 
the Spirit. 
Bur ſo men may ſay, if chey pleaſe, that 
at. 8.38. when Phr/ip and the Ewnuch went into the 
water, he baptized him with fire. It the 
Apoſtles conld underſtand our Saviours 
meaning, thoſe men are ſufficiently refuced 
by their practice, for though our Saviour 
baptized none that we read of, but with 
the Spirit z ( and the Papriſts will have a 
hard rask to obtain this preheminence for 
Peter, that he received the Baptiſm of Wa- 
ter at Chriſts bands : ) yet it will, be need- 
Jeſs pains to prove that his Apoſtles and their 
Succeflors after chem, did initiate, and ad- 
mit Diſciples in that manner, 
But nocwithſtanding this, there are others 
that (leſt the world ſhould be quiet ) ſtart 
a new queſtion,, Whether that Com- 
mand of 'our Lords extended any further, 
than to the firſt proſelyting of the Nati- 


Chriſtian people 2 who might have ſpa- 
red the labour of making ſuch a doubt , 
unleſs they could give us ſome ground 
to think, that that part of their Com+- 
miſhon was after revoked , or then limit- 
ed to ſuch a time ; and likewiſe ſolidly 
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expound thoſe following words, 7 am with 
you alwayes to the end of the world; and 
ſhew us why the work of the new birth 
( which the Apoſtle makes the figaifica- 
tion of Baptiſm ) is not now as well as 
then, to be ſhadowed and repreſented. Yet 
others will nor let their wits be ar reſt, bur 
make a further enquiry , Whether the 
words of our Saviour include in them a 
command, or only a permiſſion, becauſe he 
ſaith only Baptizing, not Baptize * Though Barſi- 


the conſtant practice of the Apoſtles in this 


TSS» 


Book related, and of the Church afterward, 
might well have becn ſufficient ro have (1- 
lenced theſe thoughts without any further 
diſpute, andche following words likewile, 
Teaching them, &c, would. have told ſuch 4:4=5- 


men that their enquiry was needie 


Tp 
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leſs it can be thought , that becauſe he 20. 
doth not ſay, Go teach, we may chuſe whe- 
ther we will give any further inſtruction to 


our people. 


Taking it therefore for granted, ( with- 
out engaging my ſelf in ſuch queſtions) that 
the words now read , do ſpeak of Baptiſm 


by water ſtill to be retained in the Church 
of God;, ycu may obſerve in them thele 


three things, 


' 1. A Rite or Ceremony uſed, andthat 


is Baptiſm , or Waſhing with wate 


F, 


2. The 
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2. The perſons baptized, The Faylor aud 
all his. 

3. The time of its Adminiſtration , 
meaxgnua, ſtraight-way , inſtantly, at thar 
hour of the night that the fore-going ſtory 
was ated, without any further delay. 

From which I am invited totreat of three 
things ; Firſt, Of che Uſe and Intention of 
Baptiſm. Secondly, Of the qualities or di- 
ſpoſitions of choſe that receive it. Third- 
ly, Of the time that is required to render 
them perſons fitly qualified to receive it, 


I. For the Explication of che firſt, we need 
find no fault with the common language , 
that ſaith, Baptiſm in its general notion, is 
an outward viſible ſign and ſeal of ſome 
inward and inviſible grace and favour, 
conveyed and made over thereby unto us, 
Burt to difference it from the other Sa- 
crament, we muſt enquire what that grace, 
favour and priviledge is, and ſhew how it 
doth fignifie, and ſeal ic berween God 
and us. And upon due conſideration, I 
believe we ſhall find, that to be Baptized, 
expreſſeth ſomething on our part, and 
ſomething on Gods ; both which put toge- 
* ther, make it a federal Rite, whereby we 
and God enter into a Covenant and Agree- 
ment together, and mutually engage to the 
PEr- 
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performance of ſeveral things, which are 
all to our behoof and benefic. 

1. Aswe preſenc our ſelves to the Mi- 
niſter of this Sacrament, and receive ir, 
ſo ir exprefles ſomething done by us; and 
then, 2. As the Minniſter ( Gods Depur 
or Embaſſadour ) doth receive us, and wa 
us with this water, by the Authority, and 
into the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt ; ſo it expreſleth ſomething done 
by God. Both which it concerns us for 
the ſecuring of our duty, and our com- 
fort alſo, ro be acquainted withall ; and 
therefore I ſhall ſhew you, 


I. What is the true meaning and 
intent of it on the = of the perſon 
baptized, who offers himſelf, or is offer- 
cd to receive it : which I will lay betore you 
in theſe particulars, 

Firſt in the general notion of ir, it is 
a profeſſion of a Religion whercinto we 
enter, and to which we engage to be faich- 
full and conſtant Diſciples. Ir is a Cere- 
mony whereby Proſelytes are made, and 
all chat uſe it do thereby come into a new 
way and ſtate, forſaking all their old per- 
{waſ{tons, practices and relations wherein 
they were born and bred, that are contra- 
ry to, and inconſiſtent with theſe new En- 
g49ements, 


( 430) 
In rullwn papements, It is well obſerved by S. Augs- 
lieiout, ſtine, That men can be aſſociated together in 
ſeu verm, #80 Religion, whether true or falſh, unleſs 
_ Ln gw they be combined by the common tye of ſome 
ſunt honi- Viſible Signs and Sacraments of their pro- 


nes, uſe feſſion, Which the world hath found by 
—-- i ſo long expericnce to be true, that I need 
74m ſes not be careful ro prove it, The Fews it 
(cnc is manifeſt , were differenced from others 
bilium con» by Circumciſion , and. ( as their Doors 
_ ,tellus) carred into Covenant with God, 
Fauſt.l..s 2OL Only by it, but by Baptiſm alſo, toge- 
cap-it- rher wit:) a {acrifice unto him. And when 
__ *- a Heathen wou'd become a Few , and un- 
Rabvacah, dertake their Religion, and ſorepole him- 
J. ſeit (as their phraſe is) under the wings 
of the Divine Majcſty , he was to be cir- 
cumciſed , baptized ,- and offer Sacrifice ; 

for which X1aimop ( as fundry learned men 

ents. obſerve out of him ) brings no other 
to con- Proof, but that Num, 15. 15. As ye are, ſo 
gifs. ſhall the ſtranger be, (0 (uppoling as a thing 
well known , that by thoſe three the 

Fews ſubmitted themſclves to the yoak of 

the Law. And it is as commonly known, 

that they ſay their Mothers entred into 
Covenant only by Baptiim and Sacrifice, 

and ſo did ſome Profelytes by thoſe ( with- 

out Circumciſion ) engage to worſhip the 

one God of Abraham, 1ſaac and Facob, pou 

f Of» 


wht, 
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Totſaking all Idols, co obſerve him only ; 
as that paſſage of R. Foſhuah's clearly 
ſhews, ( which is cited by Raymunans ) 
He is baptized, and not circumciſed , Be- 


hold this is a ſtranger converted , for ſo 24 Fids 


we find of our Mothers, ( viz. Sarah, Re- 


becca, Cc.) that they were baptized, but cap. 11. 


not circumciſed, 

Baptiſm now hath no different fignifica- 
tion, but only we lay this Engagement up- 
on our ſelves, to worſhip the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and to come 
ro him through his Son, and to embrace 
that Religion, which he teaches us from 
God, which is that whereby we are di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Fews , Mahometans , and 
all other people in the world, who go not to 
God through this Mediator, nor own that 

leſſedGoſpel that he hath delivered unto us. 

If any ſhould ask me, why by Baptiſm 
we ſhould make this Profeſſion rather than 
any other Rite z The anſwer mcthinks is 
ealie , if what hath been ſaid be conlide- 
red , fogether with the particulars that I 
ſhall mention after I have diſpatched this 
gencral notion of it. And betides, it ſeems 
conſiderable to me, that Aroſes the Media- 
tor of the Old Covenant, did receive the 
people into it by Baptiſm,and not by Circum- 
ciſion, Forit is only ſaid, Exodus 19, 19. 
; That 
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That they ſhould ſanitifie themſelves, and 
waſh their Clothes ,, bur it is likewiſe plain 
from Foſhuah 5.5. That none were circum- 
ciſed while they were in the wilderneſs 1 
and they are not all the while reproved or 
rebuked for it, and were notwithſtanding 
within the Covenant , which was ſure by 
ſome Ceremony or other z and the Apo- 
ſtle alſo ſaith, 1 Cor. 10. 2, That they 
were all baptized into Moſes in the cloud, 
and inthe ſea. God by the covering of the 
cloud, took them under his wings and pro- 
teion, owning them for his people ; and 
they paſſing through che hear of the ſea, 
the waters inclofing them round abour, did 
profeſs to truſt in God, and there to drown 
all che thoughts of AZ2ypr which ſome- 
times they feared, and ſometimes they 
loved over-much.Now as only Baptiſm, and 
not Circumciſion was uſed, when God condu- 
&ed his people by the viſible miniſtry of 
Angels, ( = marched with chem in the 
cloud) and delivered chem from the ſlavery 
and bondage of eAZ2ypt by the hand of 
Moſes ; (oGod thought firto uſe no other 
way of making Diſciples when he ſent his 
own Son to work a greater Salvation for us, 
' and to be che Mediator of a better Covenant 
with us, of which the antient Fews do not 
ſcem to have been alrogether ignorant, when 
: they 
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they ſay; that there ſhall, be ſuch a multi- 

tude of Proſelytes in the days of the Meſ- ,,,, -: 
fish, that they ſha!l be admitted by Ba- indiar. 2." 
ptiſm only without any Circumciſion, Ir 6, 
may not be unfit to add, that all Nations 

uſed Waſhings ſo much, that there could 

not be invented ( one would think) a Rite 

more likely to be readily received than this, 

The Fews it is plain, not only when they 
admitted pecſons into Covenant, but at- 
terwards alſo in caſe of legal pollutions, 

uſed divers Waſhings , - as the Apoſtles 

phraſe is, Heb. 9. 10. Three ſorts of which 

I find obſerved by a learned man ; Firſt, Gunn - 
There were their wwrews? baw)inws}, ® their yon, 
daily Waſhings, which were introduced by ap. 11. 
the Phariſees, Secondly, There were their Morn 
Baptiſms or Immerſions of the whole body largely 
into Water ; which all the Fews were ſhewn 
bound unto in their confeſſions, And third- {14 _ 
ly, The bathings of their Women, which Ii{45z 
they were tied unto ſeyen weeks afcer their ae 
_ of a Child. . Unco which I may among 
likewiſe add, that Waſhing was uſed as. a Them at- 
token of innocency and freedom from ſuch wihi 
guile as might be chonght.co' cleave to a of the 
perſon, which the Pſalzziſt ſuppoſeth in irs 
that phraſe, Pſalm 26. 6. and the book of which is 
Deuteronomy plainly expreſſeth, 21. 6, 9, ow 
againſt choſe that make it now neceſſary, Not. Miſcel. cap. g, 

Ii They 
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They (hall waſh their hands, and ſay, Our 
hands hawe aot (hed this blood, &c, which 
perhaps P:/a;e would umitate, ( having to 
wo with the Fews ) when he had'condem- 
ned our Saviour, Mar. 27. 24. For he waſh- 


ed his hands before th: m«(titude, and (aid, + 


I am innocent of the blood of this juſt man, 
ſee ye to it; asat ic had beca but an acci- 
dental murther, or that which he could no 
more help, than if a man had been killed 
by chance, Certaiaic 1s, the Geatiles like- 
wiſe uſed Waſhings very much, not only 
aſter murthers, but likewiſe in caſe of 
ocher crimes, and alſo in their admiſhons 
of perſons into the ſecrets of ſome of their 
* pe Bx: Religions ; for which ſee * Tertullian. 


pti). cap-5» And if there were nothing elſe ro make 


& de Pre- : n 
{:ript. cap. US believe the Fews uſed this Ceremony in 


4- theſe caſes, this might make it very proba- 

_ ._ ble; for the Gentiles were bur their Apes, 
541752 and the Devil ( as Fuſt. Martyr obſerves in 
fre x. this very caſe of Baptiſm ) took divine 
eer7ts 4 Rites, and made them do ſervice in his hel- 
4249 liſh Myſteries, They hearing ( ſaith he ) 
Texpirs the ſaying of the Prophet, Iſa, 1. Waſh you, 
xexneuY” make you clean >, &c, would have their 
4polcg. 2. Worſhippers ſprinkled with water when 
chey wear into their Temples to make an 
Offering, yea and be waſhed all over be- 

fore they came thither. All which being 

crue, 
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true, our bleſſed Lord would think it fir to 
innovate as little as he could, and fo to ac- 
commodate this fignificant and innocent 
Ceremony to his purpoſes ; and tranſlate ic 
from the Fews, to be a Rite whereby to 
profeſs inward purity of. body and ſoul: 
juſt as he did in the other Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, wherein he hach made uſe 
not only > che bread and wine; but as di- 
vers have obſerved , of the accuſtomed 
words which the Fews then uſed at the Pa-' 
ſchal Supper. For ſo his Wiſdom judged 
it meet to make former Rites ſerve his own 
ends, rather than introduce ſtrange and un- 
heard of things, which had not been known 
in former times. His deſign was not no- 
velty, but truth ; not his own glory , but 
the good of men ; and ſo he conformed 
himſelf in this to their practiſe. Which 
(that I may ſpeak more particularly ) is to be 
conſidered, 

Secondly, As a profeſſion of Repentance 
from dead Works ; a relinquiſhing of all 
ungodlineſs and worldly laſts, ſo as nevyer 
more to be friends with them. This is 
taught us not only by the Baptiſm of Fohs, 
which ' was adminiſtred with confeſſion of 


fin, and is called the Baptiſm f Repen- war. 43 6; 


tance , and likewiſe accompanied with an 


Exhortation to bring forth fruits meet for on 


Ii 2 Repen- 
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Repentance, and in refuſing of which the 
Luk. 7-30» Phariſees are ſaid to have rejected the coun- 
ſel of God againſt themſelves ; but alſoby 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle to the new 
Converts, At: 2. 38. Repent and be ba- 
ptized every one of you, &Cc. 4, e. make 
profeſſion of your Repentance by Baptiſm 
ro. the remiſſton of your fins, che ſenſe of 
which had pricked them in their hearts. 


And it is further manifeſt from all the cir- - 


cymſtances of Baptiſm. For they put off 
their old cloaths, and ſtript themſelves of 
rheir Garments, then they were immerſed 
all over, and-buried in the water , which 
notably fignificd the putting off the body of 
Col. 2- 11+ the finsot the fleſh, ( as che Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
and their cntting into 2 ſtate of death or 
mortification after the ſimilitude of Chriſt ; 
according to the ſame Apoſtles language 
elſewhere, we are baptized into bis death, 


'Þ we are buried with him is Zap 
ed with him, 


ing that our old manis cruci 


tiſm, know- 


that the body of fin might be deſtroyed , 
that henceforth we might not ſerve fin. 
All which was rendred ſtill more ſignificant 
by the Ancients, who baptized only on the 
laſt day of the week at night,z.e.on the even 
| of two Lords days in the year, ( called 
therefore by Chryſoſtom rUxTW pangbenr ) 


Becauſe Chriſt then lay in the grave, and 
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was about to riſe again- : In conformity to 
whom, they by this Rite did profeſs them- 
ſelves to be dead, and ( coming our of the 
water ) there to leave all their tins drown- 
ed and buried in that grave, never to re- 
vive again, There is one thing more ( not 
tobe forgotten ) which makes it more clear, 
that it was intended for a profeſſion of Re- 
pentance , and that is the Renunciation 
which they madeto the Devil, the world, 
and the fleſh, or the open declaration, up- 
on the queſtion propounded , which they 
made againſt all Gods enemies; the form 
of which ſo many ancient Authors do re- 
cord, that it is vain to cite any: but the 
ſenſe of it was this, Do you renounce, or 
do you forſake the world, and all the va- 
nities, follies and wickedneſs thereof? 7 do 

forſake them, ſaid the perſon to be bapti- 
zed. Do you forſakethe Devil? will you 

have never any thing to do with his works 2 
E do forſake him, and abhor them. all, &c. 
unto which the Apoſtle is thought to, have 
reference, 1 Pet, 3.21, when he ſpeaks of 
the anſwer of a good conſcience, as the Ba- 
ptiſm which ſaves us, and not the outward 
waſhing, or putting away of the filth ofthe 
fleſh, This img«nwe this queſtion , what 

ſhall I do to be ſaved ? and conſequently 
the hearty anſwer to all that is propoſed as 

Ii 3 requi- 
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requiſire to ſalvation, is that which makes 
Baptiſm to be available, and of force untq 
our ſalvation, The Fews (ay in their tra- 
dition, that, Adams ſtood a whole week up tq 
the neck in Water , begging of God to ac- 
cept of his Repentance for what he had 
committed, Whatſoever he did , I am 
ſure this Waſhing with water doth moſt fit- 
ly repreſent bath our acknowledgements 
that we are warthy to die , and be ſwal- 
lowed op in the Water; and our profeſſion 
that we will forſake all our filthine(s, if we 
may but be accepted unto life. 

Thirdly, Ir is a Profeſſion of faith in the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, For we are 
baptized into their Name and fo it figni- 
fies, cither firſt that we heartily accept of 
the Father for our God and happinels, to 
love him above all, and of the Son, for 
our Lord and Sayiour, as the way untothe 
. Father, and of the Holy Ghoſt for our San- 
Eiher, Guide and Conductor to the Son 2 
or ſecondly, ( which comes co the ſame, ) 
That we embrace that DoQrine ſor our 
Rule which is delivered unto us from the 
Father, through the hands of his Son, by 
the Power of the Holy Spiritz to fear all 
his threatnings, to relic upon all his Pro- 
miſes, and to yield obedience- to all his 
Commands as long as we live, That this 
pro: 
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profeſſion of Faith was made in Baptiſm, is 
plain , not only from 4s 8. 37. where 
Philip (aith to the Eunuch, 1f thou belie- 
veſt with all thine heart , thou maieſt be 
Baptized ; and he anſwers, 7 believe that 
Feſis Chriſt i the Sox of God ; but likewiſe 
from this, that the word Baptiſm is put for 
the whole Doctrine which he preached , 
who did Baptizez as you may ſee, Act. 18, 
25. knowing only the Baptiſm of Fohn , 
Acts 19. 3. /nto what were you Baptized ? 
and they faid, into Fohns Baptiſm: By 
which it appears, that being Baptized into 
ſuch a name, though one ſhould ſpeak no- 
thing, expreſſes a conſent to embrace that 
word which he preaches and declares to 
be the Will of God. Yea, Baptiſm is an 
open profeſſion and Declaration to all, that 
weare of ſuch a faith, for itis not enough 
that we are perſwaded of the Truth of 
Chriſts Religion, but we ought alſo pub- 
lickly to own it, and manifeſt to the world . 
our belief of it, which ſeems to me to be 
the meaning of that place, Mark 16. 16. 
He that believes, ana Baptized, ſhall be 


ſaved: i.e. He chat owns the faith of Chriſt 


in Truth, and makes a profeſſion of his be- 
lief by receiving this mark of the Chriſti- 
an Religion , he ſhall be accepted of God 
to life, - For that was required by our Sa- 

Ii 4 viour 
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jour of his Diſciples, that they ſhould not 
"n aſhamed of him before men, nor be 
afraid to let the world know that they 
were his Diſciples, by uſing all thoſe things 
whereby they were diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt of men. * | Hs 


4. Ir is'a profeſſion of holine(s andobe- 


dicnce, and an engagement we thereby lay 
upon our ſelves ro maintain all purity in b0- 
dy and foul, which is the immediate conſe- 
quent of the two former, and ſeems to be 
alluded unto by che Apoſtle, whea he ſaith, 
1 Cor. 6. 11, Such were ſome of you, but 
You are waſhed, but you are ſanitified, &c, 
2. e, you have beraken your ſelves by recci- 
ving of Baptiſm, to a holy and pure Con- 
ver:ation: And it is more plainly expreſſed 
by him , Gal. '3. 27. As many of you as 
have been baptized into Chriſt, have os 
by Chriſt. In token of which , ahd that 
they intended all Purity, ( like thoſe in the 
Revelation, who are" ſaid ro follow the 
Lamb in white) they were preſently cloath- 
6d with white Garments when they came 
but of the water. Froni whence that day 
was called white-Sunday,; which was one of 
the principal times when the Ancients did 
* admit perſons to Baptiſm ; and they all 
profeſſed hereby, that they hated the gar- 
ment ſpotted with the fleſh, and would ne- 
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yer return again to the dirty pleaſures of the 
world wherein they had wallowed, An 
ancient Chriſtian Poet doth excellently ex- 
prels it, 


Eulgentes ABIMAS veſts qnoq, candida Vmantiul 


ſignat , 


Et prege de yiveo gaudia paſtor habet, 


A bright garment was caſt over ſhining 
and pliſtering ſouls , aud the Great Shep- 
herd took no ſmall pleaſure in his milk- 
white Lambs ; whole outward luſtre did 
but ſignifie that they were become the 
Children of the Light, and of the day, and 
would have no more fellowſhip with the 


un fruitfull works of Darkzeſs, Eph. 5. Filizeur; 
8,10, Which. place ſome would interpret 1. ſeleft, 
of Baptiſm, called therefore by the Anti- PY 


ents ewnows , or Illumination, of which 


thoſe ſplendid Garments was a fit fignifi- ane. a 
cation, The Greeks at this day put ſuch cbrifoph. 


a Robe upon the Child immediately after 
Baptiſm, ſaying, Receive this lucid and im- 
maculate Cloathing , and bring it before 
the Fribunal of our Lord Jeſus withour 
ſpot, and thou ſhalt have eternal life, Amex, 
Certain it is, that all true Chriſtians have 
ever accounted this the great intent of this 
outward Rice of Baptiſm, to be an Engage- 
menr 


Apud. 7o- 
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ment to Holineſs; iS wi avreg ane ml ris 
x3z235 iS the ſenſe of themall. Beclean, 
not only by the waſhing of thy body, bur 
the purgation of thy mind. Bath and ſteep 
thy ioul in: holy truths, till they have ferche 


our all thy filth, For even a Few can ſay, . 


Qui Baptizatur fine intentione , perinde 
eft ac ſi non Baptizatur ; He that doth not 
intend that which is meant by Baptiſm, is 
as if he wereunbaptized for it is not dirt 
(faith he ) and excrementitious adheren- 
cies that a man waſheth away, but there is 
a Reſemblance. herein of the cleanſing of 
the. ſoul from all filthine(s, z. e. from thoſe 
perverſe thoughts, and evil habits which he 
profeſles to forſake by bringing his ſoul to 
the waters of Vertue and Knowledge , as 
Ezekiel ſaith, Chap. 36.25. Thus Maimon. 
And therefore they well ſaid , He that 
comes from among the Gentiles unto us 
tn fan 17 Tao) for the ſake of any 


cv Z. worldly vanity, he is nota Proſelyte of Ju- 


ſtice ; for which cauſe they uſed to examine 
him, whether for the hope of gain, or ho- 
nour; or compelled with fear, he betook 
himſelf co their profeflion ; and to ſearch 
whether there were any - young Man or 


+ Woman of 7ſrae/that the party made love 


unto,becauſc they would have them only out 
of holy ends undertake their Religion. - 
indeed 
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indeed their riſing again, and coming our 
of the water, did likewiſe fignific this, that 
they had left their filthineſs behind and 
were made new men, hence-forward to ſerve 
God in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all the 
days of their life. 

5, It is a Profeſſion of ſelf-denial, and 
taking up the Croſs it we meet with it in 
our Chriſtian Courſe, For Waters {1gni- 
fie in Scripture AfiFions and Tribulations, 


' Which ſometimes go over our head, and 


overwhelm us. And accordingly our Savi- 


viour ſpeaking of his ſufferings, ſaith , 7 Luke 12: 


have a Baptiſm to be baptized with , &c.,,_ 5% 


And are vou able to be baptized with the 
Baptiſm that 1 am baptized with? i.e. to 
take part with me in my ſufferings and cn- 
durances here in the world for Gods ſake ? 
and immediately it follows, Tow [ball indeed 
be baptized with my Baptiſm, you ſhall be 
wet in blood, and baptized in your own 
tears and ſweat, Whoſoever puts on Chriſt, 
rakes upon him his ſufferings, and renoun- 
ces ( as you have heard) all thoſe things, 
though never ſo dear, that would diveſt him 
of his dearer Saviour, or make him falſe 
ro that Covenant into which he doth enter, 
So the Samaneans among the /nxdians (as 


50s 


224 


L, 4+ 523 


Porphyry tells us) as ſoon as they were 7a ws 


choſen to be of the ſociety of thoſe Di- 
; vines, 
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vines, and had that Title, they ſhaved 
their body , and received a Stole or long 
Robe, afrer which they renounced move teins 
all their Eſtates ; never thinking of return- 
ing to Wife, Children, or any other thing, 
making no account of them ; but wholly 
imploying themſelves in the things of God, 
( as his words are ) they lived «rave my- 
7s % «xmas, without Wives, or Poſle(- 
ſions, or their former enjoymetits. Such a 
white Garment I told you the Chriſtians 
ſome time received in roken of their put- 
ring on Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, with chat 
they put on new relations, and eſpouſed 
another intereſt, and did profeſs to forſake 
Father, Mother, Wife, Childrtn, Houſes, 
Lands, and all things elſe for his Names 
ſake, and to call nothing theirs, bur only 
Chriſt. Which likewiſe we cannot deny, 
they did very anciently repreſent, by ſigning 
them with the fign of the Croſs , (inno- 
ccatly enough till Superſtition did abuſe ir ) 
in roken of the crucified, afflited conditi- 
on into which they muſt be willing toen- 
ter, if Chriſt ſhould call themroit, And 
ſo we may interpret that place, 1Tim.6.12, 
Fight the good Fight of fatth lay hold on Eter- 
nal life, wherennto thou art alſo called, and 
baſt profeſſed a good profeſſion before many 
witneſſes , 4. e, endure ſufferings for Chriſts 
| ſake, 
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ſake, for thou art called unto it, and haſt pro- 
felled in Baptiſm thou wouldſt be his faith- 
ful Souldier before many witneſſes, 5. e, 
( faith Hierom ) before the people of God 
and his holy Angels, thou did(t renounce to 
the world, and all the ſoftneſſes and vani- 
ties thereof, and gave up thy (elf co endure 
hardſhip, (as itisin another place, 2 Tim, 


+43.)Li d Souldier of Fe (1s 1/4 P. Dilber- 
2.3.)Like 4 goo r of Feſws Chriſt. For Ram 


Antiqurith 


this cauſe it was perhaps that their Bapriſfe- 
7i4, or Fonts uſed tobe made where ſome fur. 
Martyrs had ſuffered, that ſo they might be 
put in mind they entred into a Warfare, 
wherein they muſt reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving 
againſt fin, Our very firſt Incorporation intv 
hriſt,is incffe& anExpiration to the worlds 
and then we begin to die, when we begin to 
live. As ſoonas ever we declare for Chriſt, 
and are liſted into his 44:/zt/a,the Devil tail- 
eth..all his forces againſt us, and we muſt 
not expect to march quietly ro Heaven, You 
ſhall read of nothing bur ſufferings aſter our 
Saviours Baptiſm (and moſt of the reſt of his 
life before, for thirty years, ( which we may 
ſuppoſe had leſs trouble in it ) the Holy 
Ghoſt paſſes over ) as if he would tell us, 
that when by Baptiſm we give our (elves to 
him, and become his Children, we enter up- 
on a ſtate of ſufferings,and perhaps muſt waſh 
our Garments again in the blood of the 
T 1mb, And 
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Rer.7.14 And having thus ſhewed the greateſt En- 


gagement that it can lay upon us, which is 
to lay dowa our lives for Chriſts ſake if he 
require it ; I ſhall paſs to the next part of 
this diſcourſe, which is to ſhew what the 
meaning and intent of it is on Gods part; and 
what bleſſings are thereby conveyed back a- 
= to. u , whothus give up our ſelves to 


im, 

II. God by his Miniſter (that doth in his 
name, and by his Authority Baptize ) re- 
ccives the perſon ſo waſhed, into the enjoy- 


ment of ſome priviledges and benefits that 
otherwayes, are not ordinarily to be enjoy-- 


ed, For what is done by his Miniſter, is as 
if the hand of God ſhould do it, So it is ſaid, 
John 3. 23. That Feſus came into Judea, and 
baptized ; and verſ. 26. The Jews ſay to 
Fohn, He to whom thou beareſt witneſs, bes 
. . hold the ſame baptizeth; and again, cap.4.1. 
Ir is ſaid, That Feſus made and baptized 
more Diſciples than Fohn , yet verſe 2, We 
are told, That Feſus himſelf baptized not, 
but his Diſciples, Thar which Officers and 
Servants do by Commiſſion and Authority 
of their Maſter, is accounted to be his Acti- 
on ; Ando, 

Firſt, God receiveth us hereby into his 
* family, to be numbred: among his people, of 
whom he will have a ſpecial care, Iris _ 
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ſeal ( asit were ) of God upon us, his Mark 

and Character whereby he owns us for his Font a 
ſheep; and knows us from all other, ſo as10to r= 
have a more particular inſpe&ion over us, 2ewly Ba- 


than the reſt of the world that make not 2*Z©® . 


this profeſhon ; and- to endow us with cer- ohpuaper 3 
tain 'peculiar favours ,; even before we are 374.79 
able to perform any ;part of our Duty unto 7av7ry 

him. Ir is the door whereby we enter into & 7iv 

the Church, the Gatethar lets us into Chriſts ®® 3*?* 
ſold, and the firſt ſtep to fellowſhip with Tre 

God and with his people. Whence it was 3**%" 

the Font you know uſed to be placed at the y. a 
door or entrance of the Church, to fignifie { 2- de Ca 
that by this we comeinto the Congregation m_— 

of Chriſts Diſciples ; but yer that by Ba- 
ptiſm we are brought but to the beginning 
of Religion, and muſt make a further pro- 
oreſs to perfection, till we come to the ho- 
ly place, and into a nearer communion with 
God. The Miniſter likewiſe ufed to take 
the Infants into his arms, to fignifie, I ſap- 
poſe, Gods receiving and embracing of them 
with a loving affection, Yea, he uſed to 
kiſs them, either to {ignifie that love of God 
to them, or that they were now of that com- 
munity and body, whom the Apoltle bid 
to ſalute one another with a holy Kiſs. And 
all this is ſuppoſed in the word Proſelyzes, 
or Comers unto God, which clearly argues 
ſome 


Gemg. 
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ſome relative Action of his, which is recei- 
ving and entertaining them graciouſly as 
thoſe he will havein his favour, But more 
particularly : | 
Secondly, Hereby God receives usintoa 


ſtate of pardon and forgiveneſs. He aſſures us: 


that Adams fin ſhall not undo us, and chat 


cvery fin of our own ſhall horexclude us ou , 


of Heaven 3 bur that we ſhall have the be- 
nefit of Repentance, and an allowance to re- 
tra vur follies, yea; and Grace fo to do, if 
we will make uſeof it. He admits us into 
that Covenant of Grace which accepts of 
Repentance inſtead of Inhocence ; and of 
Amendment inſtead of an unercing Obedi- 
ence. This is one of the ſpecial favours of 
the Goſpel; ( which by Baptiſm is conſigned 
unto us, ) that former Iniquities ſhall not be 
remembred, and that every breach of out 
Covenant, if there be a real change wrought 
in us, ſhall not void it, and make it null, 
and ineffectual unto us, So in Mark 1.4. 
Fohn is ſaid to preach the Baptiſm of Re-' 
pentance for Remiſſion of ſin. And Aua- 
nins ſaith, (As 22.16;) Ariſe and be bap- 
tized, and waſh away thy fins, And.the 
Greek Church after Baptiſm, fings ;thoſe 


Fhelavi» words three times, Bleſſed i he whoſe iniquity 


as. Ib, 


j: firgirven, As thoſe who came to the 
Paprilci of Foh#, did thereby receive a di; 
ſtingui- 
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ſinguiſhing mark and charaQer that they 
ſhould not be deſtroyedin the ruine of the 
Nation, ( in{omuch chat he ſaith cothe Pha- 


riſeesthat deſired Baptiſm,who hath warned Mat. 3. 7+ 


you to flee from the wrath to come ? ) Sothey 
that are baptized into Chriſt, do thereby re- 
ceive a pledge, that no fin which they ſtand 
guilty. of, (hall bring the anger of God upon 
cheir heads if they will keep his Covenants 
but all ſhall be croſſed out which they are 
charged with, and be like words writ in the 
Water, that [are obliterated and vaniſhed, 
no where more to be found, 

Thirdly, We receive hereby the Promiſe 
of the Spirit, the Effufion of which , is 


likened to the pouring out of Water ; and Juha, 5, 


{o isin Baptiſm moſt aptly ſignified and re- 
preſented, 7 will pour ( ſaith the Propher ) 
waters 0n him that is thirſty, and floods upon 
the ary ground, ( i.e, upon the Gentiles who 


were asa wilderneſs, ) 7 will por my Spirit 1a. 44-4 
on thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thy Off- * * 


ſpring, and they ſhall ſpring up as among 
the graſs, &c. In which place, that there 
may be a prediction of Baptiſm, ir is very 
probable, for thus much ſome of the Fews 
do acknowledge, that the Prophet ſpeaks of 
Gentiles that ſhould be Profelyres, and 
called by the name of 7ſrae/ 3 and we Chri- 
ſtians know that we are Abrahams (eed,and 
: TE, K k  ehar 
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that this Promiſe hath a reſpe> to the times 
of the Goſpel, - Raſt out of R. Nathan 
thus gloſles upon the fifth Yerſe : There 
are four forrs of Converts here ſpoken. of, 
one ſhail ſay, 7 am the Loras, theſe are 
they that are Proſelytes of Juſtice, or 
the moſt perfect Converts, And another 
ſball call himſelf by the name of Facob, 
theſe are the little ones of the ungodly ; 
And another ſhall ſubſcribe with hu hand 
to the Lord, theſe are the Penitents, or 
the men that repent, 4nd ſurname himſelf 
by the name of Iſrael, thele are the ſtran- 
gers, 4. e. thole that obſerved the Precepts 
of the Sons of Noah ; and particularly 
renounced Idolatry z and therefore this 
part of the Yerſe is by another rendred 
WT TIDUT they that fear God. Where 
obſerve , that he calls one ſort of theſe 
Converts £2020P the little. ones, who were 
not thought ( it ſeems ) to be unmeet to 
be made members of 'a Church, and were 
not judged by their Fathers admiſſion to 
be received ; but were diſtintly admir- 
ted by themlelves by the decree ( as they 
cell us ) of the houſe of Judgement. And 
obſerve likewiſe , that all theſe Profe- 
lytes being ſaid ro ſpring as it were out 
of the Water , theſe words may be a 
Prophecy of Chriſtian Baptiſm, to which 
a Pro- 


| 
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a promiſe of the Spirit is annexed , 
Which is very well fignifted by Water ; 
for as that cleanſes and purifies from 
filch, ſo the Spirir of God is che San- 
Rifier of Gods pcople, purging and clean(- 
ing their hearts from all impurities: 
This being therefore the great work of 
the Spirit ſo well repreſented by Wa- 
ter, we muſt conclude , that when the 
Miniſter waſheth us in Gods name, God 
thereby promiſerh that he will be al- 
ſiſtane to us by the Holy Ghoſt ; and 


that he will fend upon us his Grace , Titus 8:5: 


that we may be ſaved chrough the waſh- 
ing of Regeneration , and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt, According to that ot 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 11, the place be- 
fore mentioned , but you are waſhed, but 
ye are ſanttified , but you are juſtified in 
the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of God, Whereas thoſe words [ 1n the 
name of the Lord Feſus ] refers to being 
juſtified ; ſo thoſe words [ By the Spirit 
of God ] refers to their being waſh:d and 
ſanified. So in that place of Ezek-/ ; 
chap. 36.25. Aﬀcer he hath ſaid, That he 
would ſprinkle them with clean water, it 
follows as an explication of it, v. 26, 27, 4 
new heart will I alſo give you, and 4 new 


. Spirit will I put into you, &c, Aud 1 will put 
k 


k 5 my 
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my Spirit within you, and canſe you to walk 
in my Statutes. All which doth ſufficient- 
ly ſhew, thatinthis Waſhing with Water, 
the Lord engages to give the Spirir, 
Evyerd- Fourthly, We receive hereby a Pro- 
= 3 miſe of ReſurreCion unto life: Though we 
7 Ber- by going into the Water profeſs that we 
1i6274% are willing to take up the Crols , and dye 
—_ #. for Chriſts ſake ; yet on Gods part, this 
7 J12 7s action of going into, and coming out of 
—_— the Water again, Cid ſignifie that he would 
Miz 4vrn bring (ſuch perſons to live again. That he 
erarac's would not leave their Soul in grave, nor 


- oma ſuffer his holy one to ſee corruption, And 

__ this according to S, Chryſoſtom, ( a very 

3 fx judicious Interpreter , who was ſo full of 

' 045, 17% the Spirit of St. Pawl, that he dreamt ſome- 

—_— - time that he appeared to him, ) is the mean- 

de 4fur. ing of that difhcule place, 1 Cor. 15. 29. 

Elſe what ſhall they do that are baptized 

for the dead? &Cc. 4. e. for their dead bo- 

© Tay w- dies. * Why do they profeſs in Baptiſm, 

*p#?yy 7%, that they believe the Article of the Reſur- 
T4: NN : 

g2udruy, rection of the dead, among the reſt of the 

Articles of the Chriſtian faith Why are 

they baptized into the hope and expeRation 

of it, of which ( ſaith, he ) the Miniſter 

gives them a ſign or ſymbol, 2 # aezy- 

6druy dvry, by the things themſelves that 

he doth ; | utting them in, and taking 

| | them 
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them out of the Water, which is a ſign of 
their deſcending into the ſtate of the dead, 
and their aſcending up from thence, Now 
what good do they receive by Baptiſm, if 
they thall nor riſe again, but remain alwayes 
in the grave © If any thinkit harſh torendee 
thoſe words, For their dead boajes,by thele, 
For the reſurrettion of their dead bodtes, 
( which in Baptiſm we profcls to believe, ) 
it is only for want of skill in the ſhort man- 
ner of ſpeaking, which the Hebrews uſe, 
And methinks they may otherwile be inter- 
prered to the ſame ſenſe more plainly after 
this manner, why are they baptized for 
their dead bodies, i.e. For the benefit and 
profit of their dead bodies ? for vaig denotes 
the end, which an Agent intends in an aCti- 


on, ( aSGal. 1.4. who gave himſelf vaiyg a#/ T4gi,fome 


apeagnay ng, for to rake away our 


uve it, 


which t5 


fins ) 'and there can be no end upon of the 
our dead bodies which we can have, butf*"* 


that they may live again ; therefore for this 
end we are baptized , that they may riſe 
from the dead, which.if they thould not, we 


| thould loſe (faith the Apoſtle ) che great 


benefit which in Baptiſm was conſigned ,; 
and to what purpole. ſhould we uſe thac 
Rite 2. Irmay be replyed, that Thave al- 
ready mentioned many other purpoſes: 
which, render it ſuffciently beneficial, Bur. 

| Kk 3 a; 


force. 
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if it be conſidered how near fin and death 
arg one to the other, we ſhall conclude , 
that ſo muſt remiſſion of fin, and the re- 
ſurreRtion from the dead go together , 
and that if the one þe not believed , we 
may eaſily doubt of the other, or at the 
beſt, we ſhall make forgiveneſs lame and 
yery imperfe& while this great puniſhment 
of fin, viz, Death remains unremoved, 
And therefore Athanaſius very judiciouſly 
makes theſe to comprehend one the other, 
in that advice he gives to Marcelizns about 
the uſe of the Pſalms. Where he tells 
him among other things, that when he be- 
held perſons baptized, and ſaw them deli- 
vered by thatnew birth, am ms pdugnis yuh 
awe, from their mortal nativity, and there- 
upon would admire the loving kindneſs of 
God to men, he might properly ſing the 
two and thirtieth Pſalm, Bleſſed #s he whoſe 
tran{grefſion is forgrven, &c, Which both 
plainly declares his ſenſe of the end of Bap- 
tiſm, which was to deliver men from death 
and includes this bleſſing in that of remiſ- 
ſion of fin, one part of which, is the take- 
jng off that puniſhment which entred by it, 
Luther indeed in his Yerſion on the Bible, 
gives another interpretation of this place, 
but ſvirable ro my preſent diſcourſe, which 
is grounded, DilþeYr thinks , upon that 
| practice 
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practice I mentioned of Baptizing in the 
places where the Martyrs were interred. 
The ſenſe whereof is this, ( as one that un- 
derſtands the language interprets it ro me ) 
what mean they to be baptized [ Uber den 
Todten,)] over the dead ? To ſtrenpthen 
( faith Zuther in his gloſs upon the words, ) 
or confirm the Reſurreftion ; they uſed to 
baprize Chriſtians [' Uber den Todten gra- 
bern, ] over the graves of the dead, the in- 
tention whereof was to ſhew that the ſame, 
the wery ſelf-ſame perſon ſhould riſe again, 
Bur I doubt we ſhall not fiad chat cuſtom 
ſo antient asS. Paxls daycs, wherein there 
had been but few Martyrs ; and therefore 
I wave it,, thinking the other more clear 
and proper. If any one like it, then from 
both we may conclude, that the Waters of 
Baptiſm are like the Waters of Hcayen , 
which falling upon the dry earth , and the 
dead roots of plants, makes them ſpring 
forth, and live again, Ir gives us aſſurance, 
that we ſhall nor alwayes ſleep in our duſt, 
bur ſhall ſpring up and flouriſh ia a better 
ſoil, even the Garden of God , never to 
dye, or wither any more, And Cir- 
cumciſion ſeems not to have been withour 
this ſignification neither , for they uſed 
to caſt the fore skin cut off, into a veſlel 
ſull of duſt, ro Ggnifie ir is like, that the 

| Kk 4 Cir- 
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Y. Zoſpb. "circumciſed perſon did renounce the Devil 
EI and his luſts, by whoſe impulſe Adam (in- 
cap. 7. med, and-fo dyed, and was turned again 
into duſt ; and that he did caſt away all 
that evil concupiſcence, by which death 
came into the world, hoping that that be- 
ing buried , he ſhould attain the Reſurre- 
&ion of the body , and live again. To 
which purpoſe a very 2ntient book (the 
Zohar ) applyes a place in Fob, which ſhews, 
though not the ſenſe of the Scripture. yee 
their ſenſe of Circumciſion, Job 19. 26, 
tn my fleſh T ſhall ſee God, i.e, by Circum- 
cifion ( which was the Covenant of God 
in their fleſh, ) come to immortal life, 
And a tradition they have to this purpoſe, 
That when a map ts figned-with this holy 
mark, he is mace wonky of the viſion of 
God, And indced this was done then 
i wes, aS Athanaſus ſpeaks, is: part and 
ry | won 4s iy 4 ſhadow ; < Kon we put - whol- 
cif. ly our iirls yivenr earthly origtnal , being 
born again by the waſhing of regeneration,” 


So that as the Lord- ſaid: ro Foſhua when 


ke circumciſed the 1/raelrtes at Gilzal, 
have taken away this day the reproach of 
Egypt from off you , we 'may. much more 
ſay ro' every perſon'that is baptized , Thi 
day I have taken away the reproach of thy 
earthly Generation ; and the reproach of 

Eo the 
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the torruption of death have I this day taken 
away from thee, 

Fifthly, Baptiſm is not improperly called 
by Divines, 4 ſeal of all theſe things, it, 
a Rite whereby ' the Covenant berween 
God and us is confirmed, whereby we aflure 
God- of our fidelity, and he aſſures us that 
as certainly as our bodies are waſhed with 
Water, ſo certainly will he give us of his 
grace ; and if we perform our undertaking, 
continually affiſt us with the holy Spirir, 
pardon our fins, deliver us from the power 
of rhe Devil, ſave our ſouls, and art laſt raiſe 
our bodies out of the grave, and make them 
ſpiritual and immortal, and. unite both bo- 
dy and ſoul together in eternal Glory, That 
conditional Covenant of Grace and Mercy 
that was ſealed before indefinitely by 
Chriſts blood , is now ſealed by Baptiſm 
to this particular perſon which receives it, 
Therefore, 

Sixthly, The fam of all is, that hereby 
we are regenerated and: born again. Ir is 
the Sacrament of the new birth, by-which 
weare put into a new ſtate, and-change all 
our relations ; fo that whereas before we 
were only the Children of Adam , we are 
now taken to be the Childrea of God, 
fuch of whom he will have a fatherly care, 
and be iadulgent and merciful unto, Ky 

Iave 
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have now a relation likewiſe toChriſt as our 
Head, and tothe Holy Ghoſt as the Giver 
of life and grace, Yea, herein he grants 
remiſſion of fin, and we are ſanRified, and 
ſer apart to his uſes. We being hereby 
given to him, and he accepting of us, do be- 
come his poſſeſſion and proper goods, and 
cannot without being guilty of che foul- 
eſt Robbery , fin againſt God, We are 
made hereby . the Temples of the =_ 
Ghoſt, the place where he, and nothing ele 
is co inhabit; and being by this conſecra- 
red to him, he likewiſe then enters upon 
his poſſeſſion, and we are ſaid thereby to 
receive the Holy Ghoſt z ſo that if we run 
into fin, we defile his houſe, and commir 
the greateſt profancne(s and impiety , and 
may be ſaid very truly -to dodeſpite to the 
Spirit of God whereby we were ſantifi- 
ed, Socrates in Plato well ſaith, that every 
pePhedene. man is by his birth ix 9 xmudmy mis Wee, 
One of Goas freeholds; and therefore con- 
cludes it as unlawful for a man to kill him- 
ſelf, as for a ſervant to run away from his 
Maſter , ſeeing he is not his own goods, 
nor can diſpule of his life according to his 
pleaſure. In this ſecond birth God is ſeiz- 
cd again of us, he owns usin a ſpecial man- 
ner-for his Children, and we may nor with- 
our committing a double murder , fin 
| againſt 
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againſt him, and may be called twice dead 
if we do; becauſe in Baptiſm are the be- 
ginnings of a new life, and the Spiric of 
life takes hold of us, and as far as is agree- 
able to our age and condition we are re- 
newed by the Holy Ghoſt. For Baptiſm 
being a beginning of our performance of our 
duty, God doth likewiſe in it begin pro- 
portionably to make good his promile, We 
may call it therefore with S. Cyprian, Gent- 
zalis unda, aqua ſalutaris, &c.the Laver of 
Regeneration, ſeeing asthe Apoſtle ſaith, 
I Cor, 12, 13. Byone Spirit we are all bap- 
ized into one body, cc. whereby he inti- 
mates, that the Spirit of God doth accom- 
any this Water, and therefore we muſt 
ina fort made other Creatures. I ee 
no cauſe to leave this antient language 
which may have a very good ſenſe ; and 
none I ſuppoſe will deny bur that at leaſt a 
Relative chapge is herein made, and ſo much 


matter. When men are 
the things that we teach 
to live accordingly, & 


perſlwaded of 
_-and;” 


. Apolag. 2. 
Grace and Favour is conferred , that we & 74-0 
ſtand upon better terms than meer nature *"*Y*r- 


Pp .  G2ws, ov ty 
did inſtate us in, Tuſtin AAartyr relating jg, x Sy 
the manner how Chriſtians were made, 7:i «va{+- 
. IR 
(that the Heathens might not be offended "=" 
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and beg of God remiſſion of fin, and then E 
we bring them to the Water, and ſo they Y 
ere born again after the ſame manner that p 1 
we were regenerated: to this he applyes 1 
that place, John 3. 5. Rags 4 man be ws 
born again, cc, All things leem to. grow - 
out of Water, and it was not unfitly made = 
by one of the antient wiſe men, the firſt c : 
Principle of all, ſo that it may well figni- b 
fie another birth, a new plantation in a bet- hs 
rer ſoil, which is watered by daily dews and G 
ſhowres of Gods heavenly Grace,z and in : 
it we may be (aid to have changed: our Pa- — 
rents , and all our relations, fo as after | 
a manner to become gew Creatures, - It ” 
Lib.1-pe- Clemens Alexandrinus his reading of that _ 
#ags £47: place, 2at.3, 17. be right, one would think E 
chat Chriſt was by Baptiſm admitted to his 
office, and, had a kind of 2 new birth in on 
it, Thow ar t my beloved Son, this day have ” 
I begotten thee, i.e. now have I appointed 2 
thee to thy office, now of the Son of Foſeph - 
as thou art eſteemed, I declare thee the Son " 
of God, and make thee my Vicegerenr. a 
That which was perfeQtly done at the Re- l 
ſurrection ( to which thole words, This day b 
have 1 begotten thee , are applied ,, As. I 
I3. 33.) was begun agd, done in a fign. h 
at Baptiſm, when che. Holy Ghoſt likewiſe F 
deſcended, upon, him. , and anointed, him , 
unto, 
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unto his office. And (o in after-times they 
uſed -to anoint the baptized perſon with 
oyl, to repreſent, I ſuppoſe, that God took 
him to be his Son, and. did beſtow upon 
him the Holy Spirit. Burt becauſe Clemens 
muſt be thought ro have expreſſed rather 
the ſenſe , than the very words that were 
ſpoken, let us conſider only what ſucceed- 
ed our Saviours Baptiſm, and it will tell 
vs thuz much, that at that time it was thac 
God firſt owned him openly for his Son, 
and it may well reach us that in Baptiſm 
God takes us to be his Children, we are re- 
ceived under his ſhadow , are, and ſhall be 
indued with this Holy Spirit, according as 
it follows in him ; Chriſt was our wrſ2e7), 
Exemplar or Pattern z and being bapts- 
Zea, we are illuminated ; and being illu- 
minated, we are made ſons ;, and being 
made ſons, we are compleatea ; and bein 

compleated,we are made immortal. There is 
nothing wanting after we are baptized to 
the enjoying of che whole of this, but that 
we be faithful in Gods Covenant : and fol- 
low the concuR of Gods illuminating and 
holy Spirit, till we be made poſlefſors of that 
Immortality , unto which in Baptiſm we 
have a Title given us. The ancient Chri- 
ftians ſpeak of high Illuminations , where- 
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tiſm ; and I make no queſtion but they 
ſpeak as they felt, and that they calk not 
of a ſtrange change then wrought which 
never was z but if any ſay, that thoſe great 
Communications of the Holy Ghoſt were 
proper to that time when Chiril did moſt 
notably atteſt ro the Truth of his own 
Inſticutioas for the convition of Uabe- 
lievers, I think ſo alſo : for young plan- 
rations needed larger effuſions of the hea- 
venly dews co Water and cheriſh chem, 
But yet we may conceive that there 
are ſti]l ſome operations of that Spirit in 
mens hearts at Baptiſm, chough ſecret and 
inſen{ible unto us ; and I profels my (elf 
one of thoſe that labour co believe very 
highly of Chriſts preſence with all his own 
ordinances ; though if any cannot ſavour 
this, I will not contend, nor fight in 
the dark, but defire the other things may 
be entertained ' which are certain, and 
then there 'will be ſufficient ground to 
think that it is not indifferent, whether 
we be baptized or no, and that it is 
not a naked ceremony that neither doth 
good nor harm, as ſome men ſeem to ſpeak 


againſt the conſtant ſenſe of the Church: 


and people of God. 

And thus much may ſuffice concerning 
my thoughts of the firſt particular, wherein 
you 
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you have had a ſhort accounc of the intent, 
uſe and benefir of Baptiſm, Ir remains 
that 1 ſpeak a few words of the other two 
particulars in the text, and ſhew in the ſe- 
cond place, 


IL 
who are the perſons to be baptized ? 


The next will not let us doubt, but all 
thoſe who are willing co embrace Jeſus as 
the Chriſt, and the Son of the living God, 
and to give themſelves ap to his inſtruction 
and teaching, are thus to. be initiated and 
entred into his Religion, Only it is ſcru- 
pled, whether thoſe that cannot expreſs ſuch 
a willingneſs , nor make any ſigns of ic, 
are ſo to be admitted ; and therefore all 
Infants are by ſome excluded from theſe 
Waters,as ſubje&s uncapable,cither to make 
any ſuch profeſſion and engagement, or re- 
ceive from God any ſuch benefic. 

This point hath been ſo ſifted, even to 
the very bran , that I cannot think mine 
eyes ſo acute as to diſcern any little Argu- 
ment to lye ſtill negleRed thatT ſhould be 
able to bolt out. The cuſtom of the Church 
hath been pleaded , which is accounted 
the beſt Interpreter of a doubtful y "5 
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And the Scriptures have been ſearched in 


thee lare times ( more I thiok than ever, ) 
by many learned Authors in everyones 


hands, and to ſuch excellentpurpoſe, that if / 


1 were able to plead the Infants title ſtrong- 
ly, my defence might be ſpared, 

I will therefore briefly diſmiſs this head 
with theſe four confiderations. 

Firſt, That if there were any Infants 
in this perſons family, it is certain they were 
baptized, for he was __— he, and all 
his. 1c is doubtful indeed, whether there 
were any or no, yet it is con(iderable (eſpe- 
cially in conjunction with other Arguments) 
that neither here, nor any where elſe in the 
Whole Scripture are they excepted, ( andir 
1 ſcarce to be thought that all of the fami- 
lies baptized were without Infants ) nor is 
there one word that tends tothe excluding of 
them from Baptiſm. Bur, 

Secondly, I conſider that Infants are ca- 
able to be engaged and profeſſed , and 
ikewiſe to be received into the Grace and 

favour of God. | | 

Baptiſm may be looked on cither as a 
ſiga of what we are to be in our future 
courſe, and what God hath done , and will 
do for us ; and fo all muſt grant that In- 
fants are as capable as others to receive 
it; or ſecondly, As a {cal of the truth of 
ET. - +, ,- _ 


UMI 


(465) 
of God , under which notion we ordinari- 
ly conceive -it, and then they are as ca- 
pable likewiſe as grown men to have any 
thing conveyed and ſealed unto them, up- 
on ſuch conditions afterwards to be per- 
formed , or thirdly, As an Obligation 
whereby we are tyed to perform thole con- 
ditions ; and fourthly, As a priviledge 
whereby we are actually inſtated into ſome 
Favours and Enjoyments z and if any af- 
firm, thatin theſe two regards they are un- 
capable, let them remember chat Children 
may be bound by deeds drawn up and 
ſealed between two perſons, before they 
underſtand any thing at all , and that a 


Child may be crowned in the Cradle, and 


it will ſtand good to all purpoſes. A 
Parent may contra& with God on his childs 
behalf, no otherwiſe than a Guardian doth 
in the behalf of a minor, or one uncer age, 
which -he cannot afterward retra&t when he 
is out of his-Pupillage withour injuſtice, 
and being lyable to the Law, if the con- 
tra be judged to beto his behoof and be- 
nefit. As in the Interpretation of Law, 
that is an Aofthe Pupil, or Child, which 
is done in its name, and for its good by his 
Tutor or Guardian ; (0 niay God be plea(- 
ed graciouſly and ——_y to accept 
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of this A of the Parent, laying ſuch an 
Obligation upon the child, and interpret ir 
for . childs own A& and Deed, ſo con+- 
ferring - his graces upon it, and expeRtin 
pn of Faith and Obedience, w 
ooking upon it as ſo engaged, that it 
ſhall be properly ſaid to break a Vow 
and Covenant, if it fin againſt him. And 
this will ſtill be clearer , from a third con- 
fideration. 

Thirdly, That children are in the power 
of the Parent, and they havea Fs or Right 
unto them, ſo as they have to any other 
things that are their proper goods, They 
may therefore make an offering of them 


to God, and dedicate them to his uſes , as 


well as Land or Money; and there is no 
queſtion but God will as well accept of 
them, as of any thing elſe that they conſe- 
crate to him, and take them to his portion, 
ſo that it ſhall be a facrilegious AR for 
theſe Infants hereafter to alienate them- 
ſelves from him, and convert themſelves to 
the uſes and ſervice of any. other. 

This the Denyers of Infant-Baptiſm 
cannot deny, that it is very fit Parents ſhould 
by ſolemn Prayers and profeſſion devote 
and conſecrate their children to God, and 
make an opea oblation of them _ 
ally 
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all, to his ſervice, only they would not 
have it done by waſhing with water 3 which 
is as much as to grant, that they would 
have the thing done, but not the Ceremo- 
ny or Rite uled, and that they are capa- 
ble of the thing ſignified, bur nor of the 


ſign, of the greater macter, but not of the .. 
leis, and as it ſeems to me, they make a 
Controverſie where there need be none 
for if they are to be devoted to God, Bap- | 


tiſm being che way wherein we devote our 
ſelves to him, and being ſo {ignificanc of 
our Duty, it 1s the fitteſt way wherein to 
devore our Children to his uſe, 

Fourthly, Chriſt may well be conceived 
to include them , when he bids his Diſci- 


ples, Go and baptiz? all Nations in the Marth, 28, 


name of the Father, cc. for that was no 
more than a Commiſſhon to go and make 
Proſelytes, and engage them by Baptiſm 
in Chrilts Religion, Now I intimated 
before, that there were young ſtrangers 
admitted by the Fews, 2. e, Infants or /zzrle 
Children were made Profelytes to their way 
of Worſhip, and ir is plain that all were 
baptized into Moſes in the Sea, and in the 
Cloud; both old and young, the Infants 


as well as the grown Men paſled through - 


the water, and were all coyered with the 
L1 3 cloud, 
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cloud, and likewiſe Favores ſunt amplian- 
ai, where none are excepted, favours and 
benefits are to be enlarged unto all , and 
to ſpare further labour of a long diſcourſe, 
let me only remember you how Moſes 
did take the Children into Covenant with 
God , as well as the reſt , Deut. 29. 
10,11, 12, Tow ſtand. this day all of you 
_ the Lord your God , your Captains 
of your Tribes , your Elders, and your 
Officers, with all the men of Iſrael, your lit- 
tle Ones, your Wives, &c. that thou ſhouldſt 
enter into Covenant with the Lord thy 
God, and into his Oath which the Lord thy 
God 'maketh with thee this day. Why 
ſhould we not then think that the Media- 
tor of the new Covenant did include theſe 
little Ones, as well as others in that uni- 
verſal expreſſion, and that he would have 
them enter into Covenant with God 2 If 
any ask why our Saviour did not then ex- 
preſly mention them? the Anſwer will be 
ealie, That there was no need for him to 
expreſs every particular ſubje&t of Bap- 
tiſm , ſecing it was fo well known before 
by the common pradtice of the Fews, and 
by the former Covenant , and therefore his 
chicf intent in thoſe words was to tell them 
in v hat manner and form they (ſhould now 
| EET: baptize, 
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baptize, viz. in the name of the Father, 
Son and, Holy Ghoſt, which had not been 
yet uſed, but now was to be every where 

raiſed, I have no mind to add more, 
30 beſeech the Lord, that all thoſe who 
diſpute againſt Infant-baptiſm, may behave 
themſelves like men baptized, and remem- 
ber, that humility, modeſty and peaceable- 
neſs of ſpirit are great Doctrines in che 
Chriſtian School ; and that if ſo many good 
and learned men have erred ( as they think) 
then (o may they. 

A few words concerning the third gene- 
ral Head of our diſcourſe, may perhaps 
lend a little further light to this buſineſs, 
and manifeſt, that there is not ſo much re- 
quired as ſome imagine, to qualifie and ca- 
pacitate a perſon for Baptiſm, For, 


III, 


It is ſaid here, that mwgx5%a ſtraight- 
way,immediately,without any furcher proof, 
he was baptized. If you look back, you 
ſhall find that Pau! and Sas being cloſe 
Priſoners at Philipp, there was about mid- 
night a great Earth-quake, that made both 
the Priton and the Jaylor alſo ſhake , 
ang opened both the doors of the Priſon, 
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and of the heart of the Keeper ; for this 
ſtrange trembling of the carth, it is very 
likely cauſed him to apprehend that thele 
were divine perſons, for whom ſuch a 
wonder- was wrought, and fo to come 
trembling before them, and enquire what 

Ver.25,3t he muſt do to be ſaved ? They told him, 
that he muſt be/zeve on the Lord Feſus, 
and accordingly ſpake to him the word 
of the Loyd, 4. e. proved to him that Je- 
ſus was the Son of God, and taught men the 
true Religion, and way tolife. The very 
ſame hour he took them, and waſhed their 
ſtripes, and then was waſhed himſelf in the 
name of Chriſt, 

By this it will appear , that though a 
Protefſion of Faith be required, yet not a 
diſtin belief of every thing in Chriſts 
Religion , for that could not in the ſpace 
of an hour be comprehended ; He there- 
fore having a general knowledge that Je- 
ſus was the Son of God, and a Teacher 
ſent from Heaven to do men great good, 
and profeſſing a readineſs to be taught 
by him , was received by Baptiſm into 
Chriſts School to learn of him, That ſuch 
a knowledge, together with a repentance 
.of their fore-paſt evil life , did ſufficiently 
qualifie for Baptiſm ; you may ſee by 
con- 


Ver.31,32 


(471) 

conſulting theſe places, 4#s 2. All the 
Sermon of the Apoſtle, tends ro no other 
purpoſe , but to prove that Jeſus whom 
they crucified, was the promiſed ſeed , 
which he demonſtrates from his reſurre- 
Rion, and the effects of it , that abun- 
dantly declared he was made Lord and 
chrif, Verſe 36, When this was clear- 
ed to them, their hearts were pricked, to 
think what they had done ; and he ex- 
horts them to repent of it , and receive 
Baptiſm, which chree thouſand of them 
immediately did , as you read Yerſe 41. 
And continued ſtedfaſtly in_ the Apoſtles 
Dottrine, Verſe 42. i.e, learning of that 
Religion, to which they ſaw ſo much rea- 
ſon to addi themſelves, So As 8. 35. 
We find that Phi/ip preached Jeſus ro the 
Eunuch, and required only this profeſſion 
of him, Verſe 37. That he believe with 
alt his beart , that Feſus is the Son of 
God , and then he went down into the 
water with him, and baptized him, And 
again, chap. 18. 5. Panl was prefled in 
ſpirit , and teſtified to the Fews , that 
Jeſus was Chriſt z and then Verle 8, 
Criſpus believed on the Lord, with his 
whole houſe , and many of the Corinthians 
bearing, believed, and were baptized. S0 
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in all other places , you will find there 
was ſo little ſpace berween their preach- 
ing and baptizing , that they could not 
well be taught more than this , that he 
was the Mecfſhah, or Chriſt , that was ex- 
ed , and that all muſt be obedient ro 
im, So that this waſhing did admir 
them, and engage them'tro be his Diſci- 
rm » to be taught, and inſtructed by 
im, and to learn the way of God perfe&ly, 
which they could not bur believe he would 
acquaint them withal, being a meſſenger 
fent by God unto them, And this is moſt 
plainly intimated in the words of that 
commiſhon Chriſt delivered unto them , 
Matth.28, 19, 20. Go and teach, or Diſci- 
ple all Nations, &c. Where there are two 
reachings, the one before, the other after 
Baptiſm ; the firſt can be no more than 
a perſwaſion of them to become the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, and put themſelves in- 
to his School, becauſe he was the Son of 
God ; and then after they were baptized, 
follows a more accurate and full inſtruction 
of them in all the parts of their Ducy, 
which is meant by thoſe words, &:dtioxerms 
evTvs, Oc, Teaching them 6 obſerve all 
things whatſoever 1 have commanded you, 
Where the -word for teaching is different 
a from 
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from that in the former verſe, ( weary) 
and ſignifies a larger knowledge of Chriſts 
Dorine which t had engaged them- 
ſelves to obſerve, being aflured the Son 
of God could teach them nothing but the 
Truth. 

And this I take to be the reaſon why 
ſo many fell off again from this profeſſion, 
when the diſpleafting Do&trines of Chriſt 
came to be practiſed, They had nor con- 
ſidered what it would coſt them to be Chri- 


 Ntians, but only as I ſaid, were in general 


and in ſome meaſure convinced , that he 
was Gods Son, and that they muſt be his 
Diſciples ; and ſo they liked no longer to be 
his followers, when their carnal Intereſts 
came to be touched, and when they ſaw thac 
he was ſuch a Maſteras would nor let chem 
have their own will, nor enjoy this preſene 
world, nor ( in oneword) ſerve two Maſters, 
God and their Mammon too, Though they 
did in groſs ( as Ifaid) profeſs to Forſake 


their fins, and lead a holy life, yet when 
they came to be informed in the particu- 
lars of (elf-denyal, and ſuch hard leſſons, 
they returned rather with the Dog to the 
vomit, and the waſhed Sow to the wallow- 
ing inthe mire, "uh 


That 
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That I may pur an end to this Diſcourſe, 
let me ſhew you a lictle how it will be 
uſeful ro you, and have an Influence upon 
practice z and if you be believing and obe- 
dient, I ſhall be confident I havenot made 
you miſpend an hour in peruſing what I 

ave repreſented. 


uſe 1. 


Ge notice of the great Wiſdom of 
our Lord, that though he have lefe 
us an outward Ceremony ſtill in his 
Church, yet it is ſuch an one, that fig- 
nifies not one thing, but the whole Re- 
ligion z and not only fignifies, but en- 
gages us unto our cuty, You have ſeen 
that Baptiſm expreſleth the whole Cove- 
nant of Grace between God and us, and 
whereas the Jews had ſeveral Rites and 
uſages , to (ct forth and repreſent ſeveral 
duties , Chriſt hath left us only this, ( to- 
gether with the Bread and Wine in the 
other Sacrament ) which are ſuch as are 
ealie to be had , and to be practiſed } 
an 
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and are ſimple, plain, and eafic to be un- 
derſtood , and do alſo ſhew us our whole 
Duty , and likewiſe lay Engagements up- 
on us to perform it ; ſo that we cannor 
uſe either of them , but thereby we are 
bound to be wholly Gods, and intirely de- 
voted to his (crvice. And therefore, 


Uſe 11, 


YEcondly , Let me ſtrongly plead with 
& you in the behalf of God, to take heed 
ro your ſelves, and your wayes , accord- 
ing to his Word. You are all baptized 
into Chriſt , and thereby you have put 
on Chriſt, you have ſolemaly engaged your 
ſelves to live rightcouſly , ſoberly, and 
godlily in this preſent evil worldy and as 


the Apoſtle ſaith of Circumciſion , ſo I Gal. g. 3. 


ſay to you, 7 teftifie to every man that is 
——_— that he is a Debtor to obſerve the 
whole Goſpel, What then have you rodo 
with the Devil,whom you have renounced 2 
Why are you (o in love with the world, 
which you have forſaken, and from which 
you 
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you are divorced ? Why are you fo tender 
of the intereſts of che fleſh, which you'pro- 
miſed to mortifie and crucific together with 
Chriſt * Whar is the reaſon that you re- 
nounce Chriſt in your lives, as if you were 
aſhamed of his profeſſion 2 

Is Baptiſm bur a cold Ceremony ? or do 
you think the waſhing of the fleſh will 
{ave you? Not on;y the Apoſt'e confutes 
you, 1 Per. 3:21. but you ſhall hear your 
ſelves put to filence out of the mouth of a 
very Jew, He that believeth wot as he 
ouzht ( ſaith the Author of the Book , 
Nitzachen, ) his Circumciſun doth. nog 
make him a Few ;- but he that doth believe 
aright is a Jew,though he be not circumciſed, 
One would got expect ſuch language from 
them chat glory in Circumciſion, bur God 
hereby ſhames ſach outward Profeſſors that 
glory in Baptiſm, as they did in Circum- 
cifion , though they be not the followers 
of faichful Abraham. As long as their 
ears, and tongue, and heart were uncircum- 
Ciſed, ( for of a!lthoſe we read) their fore- 
skin remained ; and as long as our thoughts, 
and words, and waycs, are impure, we arc 
in effc& unbaptized. 

If then ourward Baptiſm will not ſave, 
why do you not cleanſe your ſelves from 
all 
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all :xilthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, and 
perfe& holineſs in the fear of God Do 
you not at all value the Promiſes of God ? 
Is it no favour to be his Children, to 
have forgiveneſs of fins; and an inheritance 
among thoſe that are ſanfified through 


- faith © Or is there any other way wherein 


theſe can be attained ? Can you find a 
ſhorter cut to Heaven by ſome other paſ- 
ſage? Aflure your ſelves , that there is 
no other Covenant whereby to partake 
of theſe promiſes , but that Covenant 
which is conſigned by Baptiſm , whereby 
we ſtand engaged to the performance of 
ſuch Duties as our Saviour doth require. 
We ſhall miſerably flatter and abuſe our 
ſelves, if we imagine to come to Heaven 
any other way than through che Cove- 
nant of Baptiſm z wherein we promiſe 
to forſake all the enemies of God, and 
to adhere and cleave to him faithfully and 
loyally againſt all the perſwafions and 
temptations of the Devil, Worldand Fleſh; 
and therefore unleſs we can ſhew a new 
Goſpel, and be baptized over again by the 
appointment of God, and obtain ſome ea- 
ſier, and more pleaſing conditions, let us arm 
our ſelves againſt , and bid defiance unto 
them, and reſolve that no luſt ſhall eſcape 
with 
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with its life, What? art thou a Chriſti» 
an, and as fond of the pleaſures of the 
world as a Pagan? as loth to diſpleaſe the 
fleſh, as if thou hadſt been initiated in the 
impure Myſteries of the Heathen ? as cove- 
tous, as if thou wert an Idolater, and didſt 
worſhip a god of Gold? as ſenſual, beaſt- 
ly, deviliſh in thy affteRions, paſſions and 
converſation, as if thou wert ſome black 
African, and hadſt never been exlightned*? 
Oh ! Donotlive as if thou had(ſt been bap- 
tized in the Devils name, and had(t ſworn 
to be his bondman, and entered a Proteſta- 
tion againſt God and Chriſt, and all com- 
munion with Heaven, © live nor I be- 
ſeech you, as if ic were your Religion for 
to ſin; asif you had been baptized in a 
ditch, and waſhed with puddle-water , and 
had profeſled to be as dirtily and baſely em- 
ployed, as ever you were able. Did your 
Baptiſm fignifie chat you ſhould be drowned 
in drink © that you ſhould be buried vilely 
and covetouſly in the earth ? that you ſhould 
riſe and lift up your head againſt Heaven * 
that you ſhould fill che air with oaths and 
blaſphemies, and noiſom ſpeeches 2 and that 
. you ſhould defie God, and all above © No, 
the Devil himſelf durſt not urge a Witch 
to make ſuch a Covenant with him, and 
therefore 
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therefore his Art and Subtilty is to make 
men live after this provhane ſort, though 
they make nut ſuch a profeſſion 3 and # 
labours co baptize and drench their ſouls 
in this belicf, that the Covenanc of Crace 
ſignifies all on Gods part , and nothing 
at all on chceirs, They are even ſwallow- 
ed up in theſe conceits , that they ſhall 
enjoy pardon , grace and ſalvation, and 
be priviledged from wrath to come, and 
in the niean time, take care only to do as 
they pleale, to live Yyg?y Bo ( as the Hea- 
thens phraſe is, 4 moiſt , ſoft and delicate 
life, and to ſwim to Heaven in rivers of 
pleaſure, and carnal dejights. What ſwarms 
and herds of followers ſhould a man have, 
that went abour, and preached ſach a Bap- 
tiſm for the commiſſion of {ins ? bur there 
is no need any one ſhould do the De- 
vil that ſervice ; for the Baptiſm of Chriſt 
is made one of his myſteries, and all our 
preaching cannot root out this belief, chat 
Chriſt will be the Author of eternal ſalva- 
tion to them that do not obey him. Bur cis 
as clear as the Light, that a Covenant is 
between two perſons, and both are engaged 
to ſome performances 3 and that God is no 
otherwiſe bound ia this baptiſmal Cove- 
naar, than we are bound alſo ; and that he 
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gives pardon upon no other conditions but 
theſe , that we forſake the Devil , the 
World, and all the luſts of the fleſh. If 
we therefore renounce this part, then we 
diſcharge him of all chat he hath promiſed. 
And the truth is , it is very ridiculous to 
imagine, that God ſhould waſh us there 
clean, that ever after we might be as foul 
as we pleaſe, As if a Meuſcovian Chri- 
ſtian who ſpits upon the ground with indig- 
nation , when he renounces the Devil in 
Baptiſm, ſhould preſently fall down and lick 
it up again. Or, as if one ſhould pur on 
a Garment of light , be clad with a white 
robe, that he might (weep Chimneys, and 
rake in Kennels, or lead Dung-Carts about 
the ſtreets. If we be the Children of the 
Light, then we muſt have no fellowſhip 
with the unfruicful works of darkneſs, nor 
bemire our ſelves in the filth and dirt of 
the world, If we be Chriſts Diſciples, we 
muſt nor only make a face, and (pit when we 
hear the Devil named, bur we muſt ab- 
hor his works, and defie all his filthy luſts, 
and have our very ſtomach riſe at all that 
comes from Hell, And ſo men would, were 
they not jugled into a belief chat they de- 
' fie the Devil , while he embraces them iti 
his arms. I remember a ſtory in the = 
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of a Romiſh Religious, how that ſhe ſhould 


cy of Purgatory , for pot having in 4ac- 
count the ſpiritual treaſures of the Church, 
but deſpiſing both indulgences, and all 
other graces which ſhe grants her Children. 
So dath the Devil labour to nurſe in mens 
hearts a perſwaſion that outward things 
can ſave them, and that he can do themno 
harm, if they be baptized, keep the Church, 
ſay their Prayers , and receive the Mini- 
ſters bleſſing, which is all they think that 
Baptiſm engages them unto z and they 
make the ſame uſe of Chriſt, chat others 
do of the Pope, thinking to buy a pardon 
( if chey have not one already ) by the 
profeſſion of ſuch a holineſs, as the De- 
vil, if he were incarnate z need not be 
afraid of, but might ſwear he would main- 
tain, O, what pity is it, that Chriſt ſhould 
be thus abuſed, and his Inſticutions per- 
verted, and ſouls undone, when it is (o 
plain, what he would have us to dothat we 

may be ſaved ! h 
Bur will not ſome little ſprinklings of 
holineſs ſerve the turn, may ſome ſay 2 May 
we not allow ſome place for ſelf-pleafing, 
and gratific our own defixes ſometimes, 
Mm ſecing 
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ſeeing we wallow not alwayes in filthi- 

neſs * No ; Baptiſm, though only upon the 

face, ſignifies the Waſhing of the whole 

man from ſpiritual pollutions ; and though 

only once adminiſtred , puts us into a 

ſtate of purity , which muſt not willingly 

admit of any defilement. And let thoſe 

men know x th have their good moods , 

their cold fits of Repentance , and their 

hor fits of zeal , that uſe Religion as the 

Papiſts do holy Water , when they are en- 

tring into the Church , and going to per» 

form ſome devotion ; that Chriſt owns 

no ſuch Diſciples. They were not bap- 

tized in luke-warm Water , but were en- 

gaged in a ſtate of mortification z and 

entred into Chriſts death, and he expects 

a conſtant performance of obedience, 
Alian.l.q. There were a people in 7iricum , that 
wag 5. were waſhed but three times in all their 
' lives, Ar their birth, at their marriage , 
and at their death, _ And they may be a pi- 

&ure of moſt Chriſtians amongſt us,who in 

their Infancy are waſhed in Chriſtsname ; 

and chen perhaps againſt ſome ſolemn 

time , when the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper is near , they begin to put away 

their fins, and perhaps baptize themſelves 

in tears , and deck up themſelves, as 
though 
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though they would meer the Bridegtoom, 
and be married unto him ; and of this 
you ſhall hear no more, ( unleſs at ſucti 
a time as that ) till death cell them char he 
can ſtay no longer , and ſome ficknels ar- 
reſts them ; then they begin to flubber and 
cry, to ligh and groan, as if by tears they 
could wath away: their guilt, and by a 
few fighs and good wiſhes , blow away the 
black clouds of wrath chat hang over their 
heads. They make Keligion co be a few 
ſtrong pangs of deyotion at certain times 
of their life, and Chriſt tobe pleaſed with 
any thing ; glad of any company, and 
Heaven to be an empty void place that 
wants Inhabitants ; = like to the new- 
found world , whither we ſend the moſt 
raſcal people. But Chriſt will ſhortly ap- 
pear to all the world, to confute all ſuch 
men, and he will drench them in ſeas of 
fire, the floods of his wrath ſhall overwhelm 
them, and they ſhall never riſe again, 

Bur is there ſuch great danger then, may 
ſome ſay? Will not God be ſomething more 
favourable to us than other men, and will 
not the Waters of Baptiſma little quench 
and cool the flames ? | 

Coolthem? No, they will be like Wa- 
ter upoa Lime ; which will make ic burri 
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the hotter, Even this will be pleaded 
againſt you, that you were baptized, If 
a Souldier ſworn to Ceſar ſhould forſake 
his Camp, and flye to the Twrks, would 
he not be puniſhed more than a ſtranger 
when he was taken, and ſuffer as a falſe 
and treacherous fellow , as a Run-agate, 
and a perjured perſons Who would ad- 
mit of ſuch a plea from his mouth, I am 
no forſworn Wretch, I never defiyed Ce- 
ſar, nor renounced my Allegiance to him ; 
no man ever heard me ſpeak a word a- 
eainſt him? Might it not cafily be return- 
ed to him, but thou didſt deny him in 
thy Actions , thou haſt more than for- 
ſworn him , for thou haſt fought againſt 
him, yea, thou haſt joyned with a Tyrant, 
with the greateſt enemy the Emperor hath, 
and the (worn foe of all Chriſtians, ifſuch 
a Fellow ſhould live , who ſhould dye £ 
What is the Ax and the Gibbet made, 
if not for ſuch trayterous Villains * The 
Gallows would think much, if thou ſhouldſt 
be reprieved, Thou readeſt thy own cale, 
O Chriſtian, if thou liveſt in fin, and fideſt 
with the Devil, and takeſt thy ſhare with 
the world , whom thon haſt renounced in 
word,but not in deed. What though chou 
doſt not call che Lord Chriſt a Decerver ? 
W har 
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What though thou doſt not revile the holy 
name whereby we are called « thou doſt a 
great deal worſe, thou bendefſt all thy forces 
thou haſt againſt him, as if he were a thief 
and a robber ; thou laboureſt to deſtroy 
his Kingdom, chou trampleſt ander foot the 
blood of the Covenant, and makeſt Chriſt 
unto thee of none effet, Which is the 
worſt enemy, he that ſpeaks thee fair, and 
with a kiſs ſtabs thee tothe heart; or he 
that bids thee ſtand upon thy guard, and de- 
clares himſelf reſoly'd againſt thy life « I 
will aſſure you, T#rks are not ſuch enemies 
to Chriſt, as thoſe that pretend to him, and 
yer do him all the deſpighe they can in their 
lives. Better had it been for them that 
ſome band of Souldiers had raviſhed them 
from their Mothers breaſts , and liſted 
them under Mahomet's banners ; better 
had it been for them to have been Faniza- 
ries , than to own and acknowledge the 
Ghrciſtian -profeſſion, and live (o protanely 
without God in the world. 

Heathens may lin at a cheaper rate than 
we , becauſe they never made any ſuch 
Promiſe unto God. They may do evil with 
a better front, and more confident counte- 
nance, that never received any ſuch mark 
in their fore-head, Bur a Chriſtian face 
Mm 3; which 
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which is beſprinkled with clean Water 
in the Name of Chriſt, ſhould bluſh 
(Cmethinks) at any impurity ; and the mark 
of Chriſt that is upon him , ſhould make 
him more modeſt than to fin. Bur if 
he will beſmear himſelf again, and have 
the impudence to our-face Chriſt, he ſhall 
pay dearly for it, For he breaks his 
Vow to God, and thereby comes under 
the curſe which is annexed to the Cove- 
nant, as well as the Promiſe. And all 
theſe terrible threatnings of Chriſt which 
in Baptiſm he promiſed to believe , as 
well as any other Word of God , ſhall 
all fall upon his head , and he ſhall be 
caſt into a lake indeed, but it is a lake burn- 
ing with fire and brimſtone. Better had it 
been for ſuch an one , if he had been 
drowned in the font, or entred into the 
gates of death , when he entred into the 
gates of the Church , it had been better 
for him, if he had been branded with a hot 
Iron in his fore-head, or (calding Oyl had 
been poured upon his face, when it was 
waſhed with water in the name of Chriſt, 
The flames of Hel! ſhall eternally burn and 


conſume, without any conſumption, that fil- 


$hy ſon], whoſe dirt the Waters of baptiſm, 
and che fires of the Holy Ghoſt could nor 
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fetch out, and ſcour away. And if any 
complain of their weakneſs, 


uſe ITT, 


Hirdly , Here is matter of comfort 
to us, We are in a Covenant of 
Grace, there is a Redemption for us if we 
have a mind to be delivered ; we have al- 
ſurance of the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and if we be {incerely watchful and diligent, 
he will not, becauſe of our failings, rake 
away his Holy Spirit from us. Through 
the Spirit of Chriſt we ſhall be able ro do 
valiancly, nothing ſhall be too hard to over- 
come, bur we ſhall tread all our encmies 
under our feet. 

Let us march out therefore as the Soul- 
diers of Chriſt , carrying his Croſs in 
our Banners, let us profeis, and declare 
that we are crucified to the World , that 
we are buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, and 
reckon our ſelves to be dead indeed unto 


fin, But alive unto God , through Feſus Rom, 6. 


Chriſt our Tord, Let not ſin therefore 
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reign is your mortal bodies , that you ſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereof , neither yield 
ye your Members as Inſtruments of unrigh- 
geouſneſs unto ſin, but yield your ſelves unto 
God, as thoſe that are alive from the 
dead, and your Members as Inſtruments 
of Righteouſneſs wato God, For ſin ſhall 
not have deminion over yow , for you are 
mot under the Law, but under Grace. It 
1s a (ſhame now to be overcome. , when 
you ſerve under ſuch a Captain, and have 
Heaven on your fide , and havereceived 
the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, Is there 
no power in the Spirit of God? oris not 
God as good as his Word ? Will not he 
give us what he hath promiſed, to make 
us to vanquiſh all his enemies ? O donor 
ſpeak ſuch evil things of God by doing 
any evil. Do not diſgrace your profeſſi- 
on, nor bring a diſhonour upon the Lord, 
by letting every temptation uſe you at its 
pleaſure, Do not ſuffer every luſt to foil 
and worſt you, as if you were Turks and 
Infidels, and had none of the mark or 
badge of God upon you, and as if your 
Baptiſm was of no more avail co you, than 
the Waſhing of your hands, Bur firſt re- 
ſolve that all theſe luſts of che fleſh muſt 
be overcome z and then conclude that they 
Way, 
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may. Perſwade your ſelves that God is 
with you , and that he hath appointed no 
ineffectual Rites, no bare ſhadows, no beg- 
garly Ceremonies, and cold Formalities in 
the Religion of Chriſt , but that if you 
uſe your Diligence, and pray continually, 
you ſhall find the Holy Ghoſt to accompa- 
ny you, and that you are born again , not 
of Water only, bur of the Spirit, and ſhall 
finally inherit Eternal Life. 


Hſe IV. 


"Hat you may receive greater fup- 
plies of the Spirit promiſed, and be 

more engaged to your duty, labour fully to 
underſtand your Vow and Covenant , and 
then come and openly own it, profeſſing 
you will be faithful co ir, that (o you = 
be admitted to nearer familiarity with God, 
Let me prevail with all young perſons 
who are yetin the gate of the Church, and 
have proceeded no further than to be bap- 
tized in their Infancy, and perhaps to be 
Catechizcg in the principles of Religion, 
eq \ 
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to ſpend a few thoughts upon this which 
I propound. For though outward Bap- 
tiſm, which is the viſible ſign and ſeal | 
of the Covenant, is not to be renewed ; 

x Per.z.2r yet the Anſwer of a good conſcience , 
wherein the inward Baptiſm doth con- 
fiſt, may , and ought to be reiterated 
by a perſonal reſumption and ratificati- 
on of that Vow which was made for 
us in our Infant years. And no man is 
to be reputed a compleat member of the 
Church , until he do own his Engage- 
ments , and openly profeſs that he will 
ſtand to the conditions of the Cove- 
nant , and be a Diſciple of Chriſt, If 
Baptiſm did at firſt admit us into the en- 
joyment of many priviledges , ſurely we 
ſhall receive more of the bleſſings of it, 
when we do ſcrioufly refle& upon it, and 
engage our hearts by our own free con- 
ſent to God ; becauſe then we begin 
more ſolemnly to perform the conditions 
that God requireth of us. Whea I firſt 
entred upon a charge of ſouls, I could 
think of no courſe ſo antiently atteſted 
unto, fo reaſonable in it ſelf , and fo 
likely to be effeftual for mens good , ſo 
free likewiſe from the juſt exceptions of 
any party, as to prepole this to my 
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people, that all thoſe who had not yet 
been communicated , ſhould freely and 
heartily profeſs to be fincere and conſtant 
in their baptiſmal Covenant, and declare 
themſelves enemies to the Devil , the 
World, and the fleſh. And I will take 
occaſion here to profels, that I am heartily 
elad that Mr, Hanmer hath propoſed this 
and Mr. Baxter (0 earneſtly prefled it up- 
on the whole Nation ; after whoſe pious 
and learned endeavours, ler me contribute 
my little Mite to the urging thoſe , into 
whoſe hands this (mall Treatiſe ſhall come, 
that they would not refule ir. 

This Chriſtian Duty hath long paſled 
under the name of Confirmation, which is 
a word full, and fignificanc of the thing 
thatI would expreſs, and conſiſts of two 
parts, Firſt, Thata perſon do undertake 
in his own name every part of the Vow 
made by others for him in Baptiſm , and 
ſo perſonally conſeat unto Chriſt* to be 
wholly his, according to that agreement, 
And ſoit is an a& of Confirmation on our 
part, becauſe we do hereby further rati- 
fie” and eſtabliſh that contract which is 
berween God and us, and by confeſling of ir 
to be valid and good, bind our elves fait- 
er ſtill ro him , whoſe we were before. 

| The 
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The ſecond part of ic is, A receiving of 
Gods Blefling and Grace by the hands, and 
holy prayers of him that miniſters , co 
ſtrengthen us to perform our Engagement, 
and make good our word and faith which we 
have plighted unto God, which many have 
taken to be the meaning of that place, 
© Beſides ® x7eb, 6. 4. Where after Bapriſm, follows, 
of the laying on of hands, which the Fews uſed 


Anricns, in their Bleſſings. 

Calvin, 

Berra, Piſ- : 

cator, Hunnius, Illyr3 cus, Poſſanus, Gryneus, do ſo expound it, See al- 
ſo Hyprrizs and Bulling. in loc. who wiſh for the reſtoring of it in 
thoſe Churches from which 'it had been baniſhed, 


And ſo it is an A# of Confirmation of 
the perſon on the part of God, who con- 
fers a new Grace to ſtrengthen, and con- 
firm in bim theſe holy Principles, and 
that good reſolution , of which he hath 
made a faithful profeſſion , and to enable 
him co keep and perſiſt in it. As in 
Baptiſm , : Holy Ghoſt was conveyed 
as a Saniker , ſo hercin as a Comforter 
and Strengthner, now that the perſon is en- 
tring upon a great conteſt and conflict with 
himſelf, the World , and Principalities , 
and Powers, and Spiritual wickedneſles 
in high places. The neceſſicy of this is 
not 
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not now in this age of the world, as a new 
thing to be learned, there never could be 
2a well conſtiruted Church withour ir, nor 
can we tell that men are not Heathens, 
and have not revoked their word , un- 
leſs they will tell us they underſtand 


-. what they then did , and will not ſtir 


from ir, Bur if ic be viſible, ſouls are not 

like in any great numbers co be ſaved with- 

out ſome ſuch courſe, ( ſo many attending 

upon Sermons many years that underſtand 

little or nothing ) it will not be diſputed 

by ſober men, whether it be neceſſary or 

no; and for proof of this, I refer ro the 

berter works of others, thinking it ſuffici- 

ent for me to perſwade, what abler men 

do prove. Let me only produce the teſti- 

mony of a very great and learned perſon Pr- /4& 
lately in this Church (and add it to the upon the 
words of the Reverend and Learned D. Ham- Creed, 
mond, which you find in the end of Mr. Bax- \j To 
ters Book) For all ſuch as have been bap- the words 
zized in their x nel the per ſonal Reſum- Tome: 
ption and Ratification of that Vow which antiene 
their Fathers and Mothers in God did make —_— 
for them at the ſacred Laver, is to be ex- of this 
atted of them Ore tenus, in ſome publick Con- Treatiſe, 
gregation, before they can lawfully be ad- —_— 
mitted to be publick Communicants of Chriſts its length, 


Body need. 
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Body and Blood, And though he can find 
no default in the Doctrine, or Laws of our 
Church, yer ( he ſaith) he dare not avouch 
ſo much for juſtifying the men, to whom 
the execution of thoſe Laws is commend- 
ed, whether they be of lower , of higher, 
or of the higheſt rank. It having been 
ſcarce in his ob(ervation, that any preſcnt- 
ments were made in viſitation of the Parents, 
for not bringing perſons to ; or of Mint- 
ſters, for not preparing them for confirma- 
tion 3 much leſs againſt Divceſans them- 
ſelves for not executing their Ofhce in this 
great ſervice of the Church, And he 
concludes in theſe remarkable words , 
whether the Solemn Baptizing of all Infants, 
which are the Children preſumed Chri- 
ſtian Parents throughout this Kingdom, with- 
out ſolemn Aſtipulation , that they ſhall at 
years of Diſcretion perſonally ratifie their 
Vow in Baptiſm in publick, in ſuch manner 
as the Church requires, be not rather more 
lawful, or tolerable, than expedient, I leave 
with all ſubmiſſion to the conſideration of 
higher Powers, And he blefles God that he 
was in a convenient age, in a happy time 
and place, preſented toratifie his Vow made 
for him by his Sureties, cc. which ſure he 
would not have done, if he had nor found it 


very 
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very beneficial unto his ſpiricual good and 
welfare. 

The (ame Author hath theſe words in a 
Treatiſe publiſhed in his life time, He that 


ſets. his hand unto the Sacred Plough, ſhould Treatiſe 


firſt begin to ſound the depth of that rule, 


W hat it is to deny our ſelves, and forſake cap. 22. 
all we have ; for in this furrow muſt the £48": % 


ſeed of life be ſown, Here Novices in Re- 
ligion commonly begin to balk, and no won- 
der, ſeeing ſo few are called to any ſtrift 
perſonal accompt of that which others have 
undertaken for them at their firſt admiſſion 
into the Bed-roll of Chriſtians. But if that 


treble Vow * were diſtinitly and fully un- * which 
folded unto us, as ſoon as we had any know.- was made 
ledge of good andevil; and all the ſeveral "oP 


branches of Gods Covenant , with as great 
care and ſolemnity inculcated, as Moſes com- 
manded the Law ſhould be to the Iſraelites 
Children: And laſtly, The Vow it ſelf con- 


firmed and ratified by our per ſonal proteſta- 


tion in the ſight of the Congregation ; the fear 
as well of God, as of ſhame before men, in 
whoſe preſence we made this profeſſion , 
would bind many of us to more Chriſtian 
behaviour, than the beſt of us, as the world 
gves, dare make ſhew of , as alſo reſtrain 
#s from many deadly Enormities , which 
now 


See the 
reftimony 
annexed 
at the end 
of this 

Treatile, 
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wow admoniſhed of , we will uot account 
any fins, Thus prepared to receive it , 
it would be over-much infidelity to di- 
ftruſt the plentiful Infuſion of inherent 
ſanttifyins Grate at our ſolemmities of 
Confirmation z were theſe firſt ſan{ified 
with publick prayers, or performed with 
ſuch Chriftian care and diligente as they 
ought. A Religious Duty in the Chri- 
ftian Church , which it were to be wiſh- 
ed, might be performed more often, more 
panayy and more religiouſly than it uſeth 
fo be. 

And indeed who ſees not that great bene- 
fits would hence flow , both to particu- 
lar perſons, and to the Church of God? 
It would be a means to make men more 
knowing in the things of their Salvation z 
to —— more ſtri&ly ro mind the at- 
fairs of their Souls 3 to work in them a 
deeper ſenſe of the great buſineſs of being a 
Chriſtian, Ir mull make men more afraid 
tro commit a fin againſt which they bad 
ſo ſolemnly and publickly proteſted. It 
would bring Religion to be a thing credi- 
table, and more in faſhion than ir is, when 


. men did fo openly appear for it, and engage 


themſelves unto ir, Ir is at once acceptable 
to God , and ſafe to our ſelves, and fo 
will 
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will be accompanyed with his Grace ; and 
in ics own nature cut off many inticements 
of the World. Ir will bid us ſtand upon 
our Reputation in the purſuic of Re- 
ligion , and not run the hazard of be- 
ing perjured perſons. Wicked men will 
not have the confidence to ask us to fin, 
when we have fo publickly diſowned 
them, You complain of evil company , 
of friends and acquaintance that engage 
you 5 do but let them know that you 
intend to be religious , and they will lec 
you alone. The Philoſophers openly pro- 
feſled a ſevere and unuſual life , that all 
men might let them live Philoſophical- 
ly, and not be a diſturbance uato chem, 
Let but us do (o , and be profeſledly re- 
ligious, and ſolemnly tell all men that 
we mean to keep our Vows 3 and they 
will have the leſs boldneſs for to trou- 
ble us. Our work is half done when we 
are heartily reſolved ; and more than half, 
when we profeſs thele reſolutions. It will 
bring us to mans eſtate, that we may feed 
at the Table of the Lord , whereby we 
may increaſe in ſtrength , and have more 
near communion with the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, Though I will not fay, 
that till this be done, men are members 
| Nn of 
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of the Church imperfe&ly , yet I muſt needs 
think, that they are but imperfect mem- 
bers, they are but babes and infants m 
Chriſt, and not to be admitted ( in the 
Judgement of all ages ) to taſte of the 
meat of men, till they ſhew themſelves to 
be men, by ſpeaking for themſelves, Ia 
ſhort, it will be a great ſecurity and de- 
fence againſt temptations, and we ſball re- 
coil upon our (elves, when we are aflaulted, 
ſaying, How ſhall we do this wickedneſs, 
and break our Vows, and ſcandalize the 
Church, and bring the guilt of perjury up- 
on our own ſouls, 

It is obſerved by Fof. de Yoyfin , out of 
the Author of the Book 1kkarim , that the 
elevation of the hands of the Prieſt in the 
old Law at the blefling of the people was 
impcfition of hands ; and this bleſſing the 
Author of T'zeror Hammor, calls the wea- 
pons ana Armour f Iſrael, the Artillery 
( as it were } and the Bulwarks of his 
people. I will afſure you, that this ſo- 
lemn Engagement , together with Gods 
Grace and blefling that will deſcend upon 
you, will be your great guard and defence, 
| Your (word and buckler to beat off tempta- 

cions that are apt moſt ſtrongly to aſſaulc 
your younger years, before you have had 
ExPcrience 
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experience of the worlds vanity. Therefore 
he chat would not be without a ſhield in che 
midſt of fiery darts ; he chat wouid not be 
weak and feeble among ſtrong enemies , 
chat would not be a prey to the Devil and 
the World, let him -come, and pur him- 
ſelf under the wings of the Divine Mije- 
ſty , by his own actaal conſent, ler him 
give up himſelf into the hands of God ; to 
be kepr by his Power through faith unto 
Salvation. | 

There is nothing can hinder any man 
from embracing this motion , but that 
which will hinder men from being thorough 
Chriſtians, and living godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus : And wemay be confident that none 
are fit to receive the Sacrament of Chriſts 
body and blood , that are not willing to 
ſubmit unto ic. For he thac huagers af- 
rer the ſweeter taſtes of Chriſts love, that 
deſires to unite his heart -more cloſely to 
him, and co engage himſelf more firmly in 
the Covenant of God by recciving the re- 
membrances of his love , will not refuſe 
to do that in word, which ke intends tg do 
in deed. . , If he really mean to. be a Pra- 
Rilce of Chriſts Religion, and to teſtifie 
ro the world, that the deeds thereof are 
evil , - and contradict their manners in 
Nan 2 his 
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his converſation, then he will not ſtick to 
condemn them in his words, and renounce 
them ſolemnly by his mouth, which is the 
far ca(ter matter. _ 

Will any man be aſhamed to make ſuch 
a profeſhon , and to tread in the way of 
Chriſts Church , becauſe it hath been of 
lace diſuſed, or turned into another thing ? 
Why ſhouldſt thou bluſh ro own holi- 
neſs ? to ſay before Chriſts Church, thou 
art reſolved to lead a Chriſtian life , and 


'renounce the Devil and all the wayes of 


Mar.1 2432 
Mar.8.38. 
Rom, 10. 
8, 9, 10« 


wickedneſs : W hy ſhouldſt thou be aſhamed 
ob thy Religion, as though it were fit to be 
profeſſed only in a private corner where 
nonc ſhould hear thee « Why ſhould it 
be accounted a ſtrange thing to proteſt love 
ro God * Ir is an honour and glory to 
us, that we may be Chriſtians, and ſo we 
ſhould efteem- it, We ſhould be glad, if 
we can do our Saviour ſo much honour as 
to confe(s him openly before men, that ſo 
he may confeſs us before all his Holy An- 
oels, Wemay be confident, that we ſhall 
never in a time of perſecution confeſs him, 
(of which theſe places in the margent ſpeak) 
if we cannot be per{waded to do it among 
the Chiidren of Peace £ Will any one be 
aſhamed that ic ſhould be told by the Mini- 
ſter, 
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ſter, that ſuch an one declared himſelf a 
Chriſtian, and hath rome avowed his Re- 
ligion, and folemaly ſaid, that he will by 
the Grace of God make good his Baptiſmal 
promiſe? will any one be !oth it ſhould be 
publickly faid, that he means to -live as a 
Chriſtian « why then ſhould he nor (ay ſo 
himſclf Suppoſe you were nor yet bap- 
tized, or had lived in the firſt times, and 
heard Chriſt. preached ; would you be-un- 
willing to come, and profeſs that you 're- 
nounced the Devil, the world, and their 
luſts « Shall none own the Religiori of 
Chriſt publickly , but Iafants char cannor 
underſtand ic £ The more we know, ſhall 
we be the more loth to declare our liking 
of his wayez? Are you unwilling to repre- 
ſent the childs perſon, and profels publick- 
ly for it in the Congregation * Why ſhould 
you not do that for your ſelves which you 
are willing to do for others * Cannot he that 
comes inthe name of a Child, and faith, 7 
believe, &c. 1 renounce, &c. come, and do 
the ſame in his own name? I do really think, 
that they that are unwilling to undertake 
Chriſts Profeſſion by an open promiſe, 
would not be baptized if ic had not been 
done in their Infant years; they would re- 
main rather Heathens and Infidels, than be 
Nan 3 received 
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received into the Church of God ; for up- 
on no lower conditions - than theſe are, 
cauld they ever have been admitted to any 
Chriſtian priviledges. Unleſs therefore you 
will ſhew your ſelves ro want all under- 
ſtanding, and nor fit to be created as men of 
common reaſon, put not away from you ſo 
many Intreaties. - If you think your Bap- 
tilm to be worth your owning , if you 
would not really be without ir,buc take your 
ſelves to be the beter for it, renew ſolemn- 
ly that League and Promiſe with God, and 
do not perſwade your ſclves and others, that 
you prize the Baptiſm, while you are un- 
willing unto this ; for if that were not done, 
you would certainly omit it as a needleſs 
Ceremony, as well as this which always ac- 
companied it in the Church of "Chriſt, 
+ Sceing nothing can reaſonably be thought 
to make you nnwilling , but a lochneſs' to 
be good, and engage to live well ; do not 
by refuſing , caſt an Aſperſion upon your 
ſelves of having renounced Chriſt, and 
ſecretly entred into a confederacy with che 
Devil to deſtroy his Kingdom', and tram- 
- under foot his blood as an unholy 
ning. | . 

When this Confirmation was lookt up- 
ca by the multitude as a means only to 
bd «7 - re receive 
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receive ſomething from God, but not as 


laying any obligation upon men; it was a 


wonder (I ſhould have ſaid no wonder 

to ſee what flocks and herds of people 

came unto it, In Queen Maries dayes, Dt Schiſn. 

(as Saunders tells us ) when this cuſtom by 

a Provincial Decree of Cardinal Pooles , There 

was renewed after long negle&, the peo- were De- 

ple were ſo zealous to receive the Biſhops 7552998 

bleſſing, ( which was all they went for ) inforce it, 

that in ſome places the Church could nor 4 har. of 

contain the people that reſorted to him, an4 pecbhan, 

he was fain to confirm in the Church. 4 1271: 

yard, and to be defended by armed men Wh 1g 

from the preſs of the mulcitude, the dif. 
Why ſhould not men come now in as _— 

oreat Crowds, when another renewal in Negligence 

a more ſolemn manner is propoſed £ Why 

ſhould not the young people aſlemble 

themſelves together, and ſay , Come, Let 

4g go to the Houſe of the Lord, let 

own Chriſt to be our Lord and Savi- 

owr ? but only becauſe men are loth to 

be engaged to fear God , and do love 

a Chriſt of their own making , that 

ſhall do all for them , and require them 

ro do nothing for him? If God will have 

men as they are, they can be content to 

afford him their company ; but if} he 
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expet any amendment , they deſire to 
be excuſed from making him any pro- 
miſe of ir, and hope that they ſhall find 
him ſo kind in the concluſion , as not to 
exact it, May not he be well ſatisfied 
without any bond from us, when ( in mens 
account ) he will never demand the 
Debt? Why ſhould we paſs our word 


for that which will never be required ? 


ſceing God can bear with mens rebelli- 
ons,. why would his Miniſters be fo ri- 
Bis as to exact an Oath of Allegiance ? 

heſe are the thoughts of mens hearts, 
that God will croſs all ſcores at the laſt,and 
then to what purpoſe is it to make any ſuch 
ſerious Engagements If we had a window 
inro mens breaſts, we ſhould ſee this Prin- 
Ciple engraven on their hearts, That aff the 
Goſpel is Promiſes, and all their work is to 
believe them to be true ; and (o there need 
not ſo much be done , as to make an open 
profeſſion of this belief, 

It Popery ſhould again prevail in E- 
gland, and ſuch a Decree ſhould be 
again revived, what would theſe men 
do © Would they be ſo backward as now 
they are to preſent themſelves before the 
Congregation of God © It. is moſt 
likely that fear or fancy might make 


thoſe 
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thoſe men receive their Oyntment in the 
fore-head , and box on the ear, ( as the 
manner is in their Confirmation ) who 
now will not for the love of God pro- 
feſs they hate ſin, and intend to lead a 
holy life, So conſtantly ir falls out, thar 
what hath difficulty in it, is refuſed; and 
all that requires our ſerious attention , 
upon ſome account or other is rejected, 
and men would go to Heaven they know 
not how , and be ſaved from Hell, bur 
not from their fins. Yea , ſome are (6 
ignorant, as to call this a Popiſh Ceremo- 
»y, When ir is very plain, that if ir 
were, they would not ſpeak againſt ir. 
If only their Children were to be bleſ- 
ſed that underſtand nothing , we might 
cafily perſwade them to ſend them, when 
as they will rather chemſelves remain 
Children , than make any ſolemn Cove- 
nant with God by their own mouths. If 
a Character ( as they ſpeak) was to be 
impreſſed , and the benefit to ariſe ex 
opere operato out of the meer doing of 
the work , they would willingly be fo 
ſealed for Heaven ; bur if they muſt fer 
their own ſeal to any Engagements , they 
withdraw their hands , and will! preſume 
upon ſome other way of gs 
an 
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and making over Gods great bleſſings ta 
them, If they can be laved by ſprink- 
ling Water on their face, and the woman 
can carry them in her arms to Heaven, as 
ſhe doth unto the Font; they are content, 
it coſts them no trouble at all. Bur if ic 
were to do again, if it muſt coſt them 
Repentance, a holy life , and a hearty 
profeſſion of it , they would (corn that 
Baptiſm wherein they now truſt ſo much 
and they would rather venture to be as 
they were born, than be waſhed from 
their pollutions on {uch conditions, O 
that men would take theſe things at leaſt 
ſo far into their thoughts, as to pals a 
ſerious Judgement upon them , whether 
they be truc or falle ! Do not rcad theſe 
lines without a little pauſe. And then go 
on, and conſider with thy ſelf, how unlke- 
lyit is, that they, who even break their 
brains with ſtudy ro do men good, and figh 
till their heart ake after mens Salvation, 
ſhould be the greateſt enemies of men, the 
trooblers of their Peace, and that love to 
perſwace them needleſs or indiffcrent things, 
that may as well be left undone, 

Let ſome honeſt Heathens ( for a con- 
cluſion ) be admitted for ro plead the 
cauſe of this truth , and perhaps they may 
make 
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make thoſe faces bluſh who look on theſe 

lines',” but are loth to ſhew themſelves in 

any publick preſence to profeſs their Re- 
ligion, When the Perſia» youth were out 

of cheir minority, and came to mens eſtate, 

they gavethem an Oath which they ſolemn- |,, _, 
ly cook in this form, 7 ſwear that I will ie. 1. 4. 
deſpiſe all filthy lucre, bodily pleaſures, and FM 158. 
vain glory ; that I will rather be amulous 

of vertue, and worſhip God , reverence 

my Parents , ſpeaking Truth , and doing 

good, neither will Tever wittingly and wil- 

lingly violate any of theſe things, Sure 

theſe old Heathens would not have refuſed 

ro do what is now defired, had they em- 

braced our Religion, who thus amply pro- 

reſted, and took their Oath that they would 

be good. 


Fulius Pollux likewiſe relates the like 
cuſtom among the Greeks in the Common- 


wealth of Athens. When their young 7-®- * 5. 


men were twenty years of age, their names gife 5:0r- 
were inſcribed in the Ciry-rolls, and they __ 

. . . - 41 KHIR, 
ſwore in the open air, (as if they would ;,775 


have all the world to hear them) 7 will*9,»y 


never diſgrace my arms, mor forſake my bo «yes: 


fellow-ſouldier in his danger ; 1 will fight Tai9urd 


both aloxe, and with others for God and my T6 311ay 
"4 Conntrey , - 
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Countrey, 1 will ſail to any Region of the 
world whither. I am commanded , and will 
neither diſturb, nor betray my Countrey ; 1 
will obſerve the _—_ ſolemnities, and 
obey the received Cuſtoms, and all that ſhall 
be hereafter made ,, I will defend, and 
ever have in reference * the Religion in 
which 1 was born ; i2gss 2403 Tirwv, The Gods 
are Witneſſes of theſe things, Will nor 
you Chriſtians chen promile thus much to 
your Lord, now that you are of age, to 
fight againſt all his enemies, to be true to 
God, and to him, and that you will never 
diſhonour your profeſſion, nor forſake the 
Communion of Saincs , nor deny him any 
ſcrvice that he commands, nor negle& the 
Solemniries that he hath appointed ? Then 
may the Perſians and Athenians riſe up in the 
Judgement againſt you, and condemn you. 
Do men refuſe the Oath of Allegiance 
ro their Prince , whoſe natural Subjects 
they are, and under whoſe Procetion they 
have been born and bred « would you 
deny to acknowledge in open Court an 
Inſtrument for your AR and Deed, which 
was figned in your name in Infancy, and 
conveighs great benefits unto you © Lec 
the King of Heaven then have ſo much 
right done him, Let your own ſouls be 
the 
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the greateſt part of your care; and ler it 
not be ſaid, that a rational creature will 
do that for an acre of Land, which he 
will not do to obtain Heaven, and all 
the territories above, What joy would 
it cauſe in Heaven and Earth to ſee men 
coming to defire communion on theſe con- 
ditions, to behold men crowding into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, as whey do into a 
Church, and longing after the food of the 
faichful, as they do for meat and drink © 
Rejoyce I beſeech you, the heart of God z 
refreſh the ſouls of his ſervant, and add 
co the ſweetneſs of the table of the Lord, 
by letting us have more good company at 
ſo joyful a Feaſt, Bur if all Intreaties 
cannot prevail, 

I think the Higher Powers had beit enact 
a Law, That none ſhall be married, till 
they be inſtructed and confirmed, and that 
will do it. For thoſe that care not whe- 
ther they receive the Sacrament of Chriſts 
body and blood, or no, will not live with- 
out this Sacrament, ( as in a large ſenſe ir 
may be called, ) though they underſtand 
the ends and duties of it no more 
than of the other, And this muſt be 
acknowledged to have been a great 
cauſe of our Diſorders , that men enter 
into 


(510) | 
jrito theſe relations before they know 
the duties of them $5 and beger, arid bring 
forth Children, before they ceaſe co be 
Children themſelves , or know how to 
bring them up as they ſhould, There- 
fore our Reformers; it is plain , intended 
men ſhould not marry , before they were 
well catechiſed, and had taken their Bap- 
tiſmal Vow upon themſelves , knowing z 
that thoſe were unfit ro make a Cove- 
nant with each other , who knew not the 
Covenant of their God. For they pre- 
ſcribe in che laſt Rubrick of the Office 
of Matrimony , That the perſons new 
married, muſt that day receive the Com- 
munion ; and jn the laſt Rubrick abour 
Confirmation, ſay in expreſs words, That 
none (hall be admitted to the holy Commu- 
nion until ſuch time as they can ſay the 
Catechiſm, and be confirmed. Let me ſpeak 
to the very ſenſes of vulgar people. Do you 
not remember the Font ſtood ar the lower 
cnd of the Church, and the Communi- 
on-Table at the higher « Could you come 
from the one to the other, but by the 
Pulpic which ſtands in the middle berween 
both ©. This reaches you, ( if you will 
earn ) that. you are only entred into the 
Church, and are but in the beginnings. .of 
Re- 
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Religion by Baptiſm , and that you muſt 
advance higher by being inſtructed and 
taught in the faich of Chriſt, and can no 
otherwiſe be admitted from the lower to 
the higheſt forms of Chriſtians. Come 
therefote, and be inſtructed, and then pro- 
fels you like this Doctrine, and will be 
obedient to its ſo ſhall you comero be men 
in Chriſt, and taſte of all his dainties, and 
be ſatisfied with the far things of his houle, 
If all will not be granted that is here re. Quod to 
queſted, yer do nor deny all ; but ar leaſt (57/7 
profeſs to the Miniſter your hearty Repen- »: mkes. 
rance, and your belief in Chriſt, andthe ** tun, 
willingneſs to ſubmit unto him, and to be #2%%" 
ſaved by him, that he may declare it to al] partis me- 
others. And really ſhew that you are" 
come to an adulc eſtate , by putting away reti«s. 
childiſh things, and living the life of men, 

A Child (as one faith) looketh only to 
things preſent, a man looketh to things to 
come: A Child atrends only to paſtime and 
pleaſure, a man hath alſo profic in his conft- 
deration, A Child is ready to ſell his In- 
heritance for a trifle or bauble, of which a 
man maketh a greater account, His carri- 

age and behaviour likewiſe diſtinguiſherh 
him, and ſo doth his confidence againſt vul-_ 
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If therefore after you are confirmed, 
you find your ſelves to think leſs of things 
preſent, and more of things to come ; lets 
of this world, and more of the eternal re- 
ward of Godlineſs, and everlaſting pu- 
niſhments of fin ; if you ſcorn to fel} your 
heavenly inheritance for the crifles of this 
world that preſent themſelves unto you ; if 
you be more attentive to your ſpiritual 
profit in knowledge and mortification, and 
not only taken with che ſweernefles and 
raviſhments of Religion; if your conver- 
ſation towards God and the world be more 
ſerious , grave and diſcreet , and you arc 
not ſo eafily amazed with the fears of 
ſufferings and difficulties in your Chriſtian 
courſe, it is a ſign that you have not re- 
ceived the Grace of God in vain, and the 
Lord will deliver you from every evil 
work, and preſerve you to his everlaſting 
Kingdom. Faithful is he that calleth you, 
who alſo will do it. 
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Uſe VN. 


Aſtly, Lec me beſeech all the people 
| of God: to- live int love and peace 


- together. Let us not quarrel: about eve- 


ry. lictle thing , nor make -every petty 
difference, a cauſe of trouble and con- 


 tenition. -For' as the Apoſtle (aith, 1 Cor, 


12.13. By one ſpirit we' are all baptized 
#76 -ont body. We are all by this made 
of the ſame Corporation, and taken by 
Baptiſm into the ſame Brother-hood , 
_ therefore ſhould not make them the 
waters of ſtrife , and ſo provoke the Lord 
ro anger againſt us. We are not bap- 
tized - into this or that particular Opini- 
on, nor received into' a particular Church, 
but into the belief - of the Goſpel , and 
into the Church of God in general , 
and therefore ſhould love all the Di- 
ſciples and followers of our Lord , and 
embrace all of every periwaſion that live 
vodlily in Chriſt Jekus, You were not 
baptized ( faith the Apoſtle ) into the 
O © name 
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name of Paul, therefore do not ſay, I 
am of Paul”, 1 adhere to this man or 
that, for whoſoever did baptize you , 
It ' was 'not, into* the particular love of 
him and his opinions, but into the Com- 
munion of the whole Church of Chriſt, 
who hold the 'Catholick Faith. * Though 
an Heretick in antjent times had baprti- 
zed any man, yet did not the Chriſti- 
ans therefore a him over again 
when he left thoſe . mens company, - be- 
cauſe being baptized into the Name of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, he was not 
received into' the profeſſion of heir par- 
ticular opinions, but of -the Truth' of 
Chriſt univerſally believed by all good 
_ Chriſtians, | 


| 7 

And therefore let-us live with them 
all as our Confederates , as thoſe that 
are tryed together in the ſame bonds, and 
united in the ſame Covenant , and en- 
gaged in the ſame cauſe againſt the com- 
mcen-enemics , the Devil, the World , 
and the 'Fleſh ;- and let us never give 
theſe enemies ſo much cauſe to: rejoyce , 
as an unhandſome word againſt avy (1n- 
cc: e Chriſtian might adminiſter; Bur let 
us enccarcur to keep the Unity of the 
1 A . . , SPIrit 
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Spirit in the Bond of Peace; for as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, There is owe Lord, one Ephef. 4. 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of 9% 5* 
All, who is above all, and through all , 

and in you all, 
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<A 4 E late King Charles was in tne 
Fw confirmed on Eaſter- Mun Capps: 
daz, 1613, ( which was the yay, 
thirteenth year of his age ) 
after 4 long and ſtrict ex* 
amination by the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury , and the Biſhop of 
Bath and wells, as Dr. George Hackwel, 
car-witneſs of the ſatisfaftion he gave, al- 
ſures; who in a little Tratare, he upon 
that occaſion wrote on this SubjeR ,, to 
Oo 3 ;uſtihe 
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uſtifie the antient and good practice 6f 
this Sacramental Rite, ( as Bucey calls it ) 
thus ſpeaks. | 

Confirmation is an antient Eccleſiaſtical 
cuſtom of the Church ; uſed after Baptiſm, 
conſiſting tn Examination and Impoſition 
of hands, with effe tual prayer for the 1l- 
lumination of Gods moſt holy Spirit, to con- 
firm and perfett that which the Grace of 
the ſame Spirit hath already begun in 
Baptiſm; | 

The benefits of this Confirmation are di- 
vers ; whereof the firſ® is , That men 
expetting Examination and Tryal from 
their Spiritual Fathers , they might more 
williygly acquaint , and carefally ſeaſon 
themſelves with the grounds of Chriſtian 
Religion , before malice and corrupt exams- 
ples depraved their minds, &c, 

Secondly, It ſerves, that when they come 
fo years of Diſcretion, they ſhould publick- 
ly make confeſſion of that faith themſelves, 
which others had promiſed for them in Bap- 
tiſm, to the diſcharge of thetr Sureties, and 
the good examples of others, 

Thirdly, That by ſuch Confeſſion , * 
they might make profeſſion of difference 


from all Jews , Turks and Infidels out 


of the Church 3 Hetrcticks, Schiſma- 
ticks , 


, . 
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ticks, and Prophane Perſons in the 
Charch. Wok ns Es 
Fourthly , that then eſpecially when they 
firſt come to the uſe of Reaſon, beginning to 
fall into ſundry kinds of fin , and being 
leaſt able to reſiſt, for want of exper:- 
ence, by Impoſition of Hands and Prayer 
they might recerve ſtrength and defence 
againſt the temptations of the world , the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, EMS os: 
Fifthly, That the Prelates and chicf 
Gitides of Gods Family, to whom the. cure 
of ſouls belongeth, finding upon due Exa- 
mination, ſome part of their own heavy 
burden diſcharged , might from thence 
reap comfort in beha/ding thoſe fair Fonn- 
dations already laid, and glorifie God , 
whoſe praiſe they found in the months of 
Infants. | 
This kind of Confirmation ( were there 
no Authority to countenance it,) is in my 
Judgement fo uſeful im the Church of God, 
that upon good reaſon it might be enter- 
rained among Chriſtians : But for further, 
confirmation of it, we are incompaſſed with 
a-cloud of witneſſes , and that ſo plenti- 
fully out of all Antiquity , as it might ſeem 
a kind of ambition , or loſt lahour to quote 
their names. Wherefore 1 will only alledge, 
Oo 4 the 
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the ſoundeſt of thoſe, who ſince the Refor- 
mation of Religion, and clearer | Light of 
the Goſpel , in their ſeveral writings have 
approved, and highly commended this an- 
tient cuftom. Ana bringing. in Bucer, 
Melan&hon, Zuinglius, Chemnitius , axd 
others to ſpeak, to. this Truth , he cites 
Ar, Calvin among the reſt in theſe words, 
Fohn Calvin in his fourth Book of 7nſti- 
tution in the Upſhot of - the Chapter of 
Confirmation, not only commended the an- 
tient Ale. of it, but tche-abuſe being re- 
moved, heartily wifheth it reſtored. And 
becauſe his Authority is ( not. without ae- 


ſert ). of great weight, 1 will ſet down his 


words as 1 find them. ' 

Would to.God { ſaith he ) we retained 
tac cuſtom which I have already decla- 
red t9 have, been..in_uſe, among the An- 
rients, before. that. abortive, Vizard of a 
Sacrament was put upon it. And 4 little 
ter, If this parr.of. Diſcipline were now 
adayes in force , . the flackneſs. of many 
Parents would be much. quickned , who 
pais over the inſtiturion ( or, .in{truction-) 
of cheir Children, as a buſineſs. nothing 
pe:taining to them 3 which then withour 
fom? publick diſgrace . they could got 
omit ; Beſides, There would be leſs Igno- 
rance, 
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cance, and more Concord in Articles of 
Faich among Chriſtian people ; neither 
would they 1o.cafily be carryed away with 
new and ſtrange opinions, 

Thus far Dr, Hackwell, who might have 
added the words of the Great EXASMUS, 
who is as found in this point, as any of 
thoſe whole teſtimonies he hath alledged ; 
and was the firſt, I think, in theſe later 
Ages that earneſtly recommended and pre(- 
ſed ſuch a Confirmation of the Baptiſ- 
mal Vow as the Church of England ules. 
His words are theſe , in his Jarger Pre- 
face to his Annotations on the New Teſta- 
ment. 

The reaſon we have ſuch multitudes of 
Chriſtians ſo rude , that they underſtand 
not much more of Chriſtian wiſdom , than 
they who are perfett ſtrangers to the Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion , ts to be imputed, 1 think, 
in great part to the Prieſts. But I ſee a 
way, 1 imagine, whereby we may have pes- 
ple leſs unfit to read the Holy Books ; 
which is, if there be a Summary of Faith 
and Chriſtian Dottrine every year pro- 
pounded to Chriſtian people , with 4 per- 
Jpicuous brevity, ana a learned ſimplicity. 


% Aud leſt any thing ſhould be corrupted by 
the fault of the Preacher ; 1 would bayea == 
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Book made by learned and wpright men, 
whith ſhould be recited v0 the multitude 
by the mouth of the Prieſt.” Ani 1 deſire 
it may mot be drawn out of humane 
puddles, but out of the Goſpel fountain ; 
the Apoſtolical Epiſtle , and the Creed, 
which, whither 1t be the Apoſtles or mog 
Iknow not; bit certain it is, it carryes 
in it the Apoſtolical Majeſty and Purity, 
This 1 concerve miay be done , not wnſea- 
ſonably in the Eaſter Holy-dayes. which 
will be far better , than by ſilly and ſome- 


times obſcene jeſts, to txcite the poor peo-- 


ple to laughter : which cuſtoms I cannot tell 
what Fiend browwht into the Church. 
For though the people are to be kept ini 
obedience by ſome pleaſure , ana ſometime 
fo be excited to it, yet by ſuch ludicrous 
wayes to provoke laughter ; is fit for Buf- 
foons, not {* Drivines. | 

And this moreover ſeems to me of no 
fmall force to ſo good an ena, if Children 
that are Baptized , when they are grown 
ap to ripeneſs , be commanaed to be pre- 
ſent at ſuch Sermons ; in which they may 
hear plainly and clearly declared what 
their Baptiſmal Profeſſion contains in it © 
and if after this , they be diligently exa- 
mined by ſome gooa men , whether they 
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ſufficiently nnderſtand and remember thoſe 
things which the Prieſt taught them, If 
they do ; let them be askt then whether 
they approve of that and ratifie it, which 
therr Godfathers and Godmothers profeſſed 
in their Name , when they were baptized, 
If they anſwer that they do was ratifie it, 
then let that Profeſſion be publickly re- 
newed in the fight of their Equals all ga- 
thered together, with ſuch grave, apt, 
chaſte , ſerious and magnificent Ceremo« 
nies, as become that Profeſſion than which 
none can be more holy, For what are 
humane Profeſſions , but certain Images 7 
this moſt holy Profeſſion ; that is, a tals 
ling back of Chriſtianity , too much ſunk 
into the world ? Now the Monks know 
how to commend their profeſſion to the 
people with ſuch counterfeit Ceremonies , 
and att their part ſo notably, that tears 
fometimes burſs out of the Spetiators 
eyes. How much more becoming is ut, to 
do that in this far moſt religious Profeſ- 
fron ; wherein we give up our Names 
not to men, but unto Chriſt , and ſwear 
not to the rule of Francis, or Benget, but to 
the Rule of the Goſpel ? 

By this means, Youth may come to un- 
derſtand what ſervice they owe to their 
Lord, 
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Lord , and what endeauours they ſbould Bo 

zo attain true Picty; and the Elder peo- 
ple alſo will be put in mind , how many 
wajes they have erred and gone aſtray 
from their Vows, Tou [ball ſee now Co- 
meedies ated in ſome Churches ( which 1 
ſhall. not metale withal ) of the Reſurre- 
ion of Chriſt , of his Aſcenſion to Hea- 
ven, and of his ſending the Holy Ghoſt, 
But how magnificent would this Spettacle 
be, to hear the woice of ſo many Yonths. 
dedicating themſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
of ſo many Striplings taking their Oath of 
Fidelity to him, renouncing the world which 
all lyes in wickedneſs , abjuring and hiſ- 
ſing at the Devil, with all his Pomps, Plea- ' 
ſures and works ? To ſee new Chriſtians 
carrying their Generals mark in their fore- 
head? To ſee a flock of Candidates coming 
from the ſacred Laver ? To hear the woice 
of the reſt of the Multitude applanding and 
wiſning well to theſe young Souldiers of 
Chriſt ? 

Theſe things I would have fo to be done 
publickly, that there ſhould be never the 
leſs care uſed from their very Cradles, to 
inſtill into them both privately and pub- 
'lickly the Dotrine of Chriſt, as much as 
7s poſſeble, Ana thcy will be of the greater 
Authorit)5, 
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Authority , if theſe things be done by the 
Biſhops themſelves , and not by Pariſh 
Prieſts, or bired Sufſragans. And were 
they done as they ought, I am very mach 
deceived if we ſhould not have Chriſtians 
ſomething more ſincere , than now we 
have. 

But there are two Scruples bere ariſe. 
Ore 1s, that this ſeems to be a repcating 
Baptiſm, which is not lawful. The other 


is, that there may be aanger, leſt ſome 


hearinz the Profeſſion they are to make , 
ſhould not approve what was done in their 
Names by their Goafaihers ana Goamo- 
thers. The firſt of which is eafily diſcuſſed, 
if theſe things be ſo managed, that they 
be nothing elſe but an Inſtauration or Re- 
preſentation of their former Baptiſm : which 
i done every day when we are ſprinkled 
with holy Water at our entring into the 
Church. The other hath more difficulty in 
it : But all things are to be attempted leſt 
any one ſhould flart back from the firſt 
Faith, which if it cannot be obtain'd, 
perhaps it is beſt not to compell bim , but 
to leave him to himſc!f , till he repent. 
Ana nit to inflict ea him RY other puniſh: 
ment in the mean time, but to deny 
him the benefit ef the hi [5 Crrrmiunita ard 
1/14 
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other Sacraments of the Church : But let 
him neither be excluded from Prayer ,' 
mor from Sermon, 
And | would bave little Books carricd 
about of the Chriſtian Religion, in which 
that Pure Jeſus ſhould be lively deſcribed 
«5 it were painted before their eyes: mot 
clouded with Fewiſh Ceremonics , or with 
the devices and decrees of men: finally, 
wot ſowre and harſh ; but juſt as he 1s, 
Friendly, Sweet, and Amjable. They that 
are inftirutted in ſuch Rudiments, will zot 
be altogether, unprepared for the reading 


of the Holy Bible. 


